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ADDRESSES, 


' Devotional and Sacramental : 


By EMINENT MINISTERS. 


[ PRICE TWO SHILLINGS SEWED. | 
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Extract from the Monthly Review, for October, 
1785. 


«© Theſe Compoſitions are ſuch as reflect no diſho- 


nor upon their Authors. The language is, in gene- 


ral, good; they are humble and devotional ; and, 
on the whole, properly adapted to the nature and 


deſign of public worſhip.”? 
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HE contents of this little vo- 

lume are wholly original, and 
conſiſt of thoſe effuſions of a warm; 
a ſentimental, and rational devotion, | 
which, under the direction of taſte 
and genius, are generally beautiful and 
affecting. 


Txrs collection conſiſts of two ſorts 
of addreſſes, thoſe to the Deity in 
the form of prayer in behalf of all 
mankind, and uttered by the miniſter, 

| | who 


a 
who on ſuch occafions is the leader of 
- the worſhip, and the mouth of the 
audience: and thoſe to Chriſtians con- 
fiſting of exhortations chiefly occa- f 
fioned by an adminiſtration of the holy 
ſacrament. 


Wnuarzvzx merit they may poſ- 
ſeſs (and they are obviouſly the com- | 
poſitions of various authors) it is 
entirely owing to the editor that they _ 
| | have been reſeued from oblivion, being 
chiefly unſtudied and extempore : He 
flatters himſelf therefore, that no apo- 
logy need be made for any trifling in- 
accuracy of expteſſion, or irregularity 
of method : it was impoſſible to pre- 
vent ſuch imperfeCtions as are e inſepa- 


rable 


1 * | 
rable from every ſpecies of inſtantane - 
ous ſpeaking, without exhibiting them 
in a form that muſt have altogether” 
changed and diſguiſed their nature. 


Taz editor thinks theſe addreſſes 
are equally remote from the coldneſs 
of formality on the one hand, and the 
familiarity of fanaticiſm on the other, 
and he hopes they may prove uſeful as 5 
a directory, not only to ſerious and 
rational perſons among the laity, but 
alſo to thoſe young gentlemen who are 


engaged in the arduous and i important 
10 


3 of teaching others. 


Maur of theſe addreſſes, parti. 
n thoſe at the ſacrament, were 


LE ] 

taken from the mouth of a refined and 
elegant miniſter, whoſe maſterly elo- 
quence-was an ornament to his pro- 
feſſion; neither he nor his friends will 
feel any inquietude from a publica- 
tion, which, calculated as it is to do 
good, conſiſts only of what muſt other- 
wiſe have been loſt. 


ANoTHER preacher of much cele- 
brity and merit, will not, it is hoped, 
be offended with the inſertion of a 
few of his animated and elegant effu- 
fions, to increaſe the beauty and variety 
of this collection. | 

TWO addreſſes were alſo incloſed to 
the editor by a reverend friend whoſe 


com p mpoſitions will always be a valuable 
addition 


(wi ] 


addition to the labours of in * 
and piety, 


Ir may be an inconvenience to ſome, 
but will be a ſenſible pleaſure to others, 
that the peruſal of theſe papers muſt 
revive the remembrance of miniſters, 
who were ſo much beloved as not to 
be recollected without ſenfibility and 


affection. 


Tusk, however, are only a ſpeci- 
men of a great variety which are in 
the poſſeſſion of the editor, and he now 
offers them to the public, merely 
as an earneſt of more, ſhould theſe - 
prove as acceptable as they muſt be 
uſeful, 
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MORNING. .. 


VoucusaFE, thou Supreme of Be- 
ings, to behold us thy ſervants on earth, ſur- 
rounded as we are with frailty, and ſubject 
to fin ; vouchſafe to behold us with a propi- 
tious, with a paternal, and even with an ap- 
proving eye; while, with ſome ſincerity 
and ſome zeal, we would join the hallelu- 
jahs of faints and of ſeraphims that encom- 
paſs thy throne in heaven, mingling our 
beſt ardors with their ſublimer tranſports, 

A and 
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and emulating as we can their virtues, their 
graces, and their attainments: happy in the 


hope, that one day we ſhall reſemble 


them more nearly, and more delightfully 
participate in their ſacred entertainments, 
and in their celeſtial avocations We wor- 
ſhip the attributes of God, all great and 
amiable, all worthy to win the love, and to 
command the veneration of thine intellec- 
tual offspring! That we are of the number 
of thoſe whom thou haſt endued with reaſon 


and deſigned for immortality, whom thou 


haſt furniſhed with opportunities for know- 
ing, loving, and obeying thee, the firſt and 
greateſt of beings, is a conſideration that de- 
mands all our gratitude, and all our praiſe; 
and that we are permitted, nay, invited, in 
this ſtate of guilt, in which the beſt of us 
yet are, to addreſs the ſeat of the ſovereign 
majeſty, the ſovereign purity, the ſovereign 


good; is a thought that fills us not only 


with humility, but with admiration! We 
rejoice in the privilege, and we would im- 
prove it at this moment, with all the dehgttt 

and 
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and affection of which we are capable, 
whilſt we eſteem it our honor and our joy 
to join with the beſt ſpirits both below and 
above, in the ſervice of the great, the uni- 
verſal, the everlaſting, and the moſt graci- 
cious ; the King of Nature, the King of 
Nations, the King of Saints! We worſhip 
with reverence, but we worſhip with joy at 
the ſame time; we would not approach thee 
on the one hand, with the boldneſs of pre- 
ſumption, nor on the other, with the ter- 
rors of ſuperſtition; we would remember that 
thou art infinitely grand, holy, and mighty, 
and that at thy tribunal, we muſt all ere 
long appear, to receive the final determi- 
nation of our everlaſting ſtate! We acknow- 
ledge that we have offended thee times and 
ways without number; and that, wert thou 
ſtrict to mark iniquity we could not ſtand 
before thee; but we know that thou art 
gracious and merciful, {low to anger, and of 
great kindneſs, and that thou fo lovedſt the 
world, as to give thy ſon to die for it: We 
* with unſpeakable pleaſure, and 

A 2 , humble 
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humble confidence, that thou art reconcil- 
ing the world to thyſelf by him, and that 
thou art carrying on a deſign as benevolent 
as it is wiſe, and juſt, and holy, for reſtor- 
ing thy creatures who had fallen from their 
_ righteouſneſs and from their happineſs, to 

more than their primæval purity and felicity. 


We contemplate with delight and admi- 
ration that divine religion, in which the ma- 
nifeſtations of love and grace are ſet before 

us: We ſee in them all the father, the ruler, 
the friend! We ſee righteouſneſs and mercy 
meet together, peace and truth embracing 
each other. We thank thee for what our 
Saviour did, for what he taught, for what 
he was, for what he ſuffered, for what he is 
now doing, in the proſecution of that mar- 
vellous plan of redemption, into which even 
angels bend from their thrones, to pry with 
unwearied attention: May we ever-more * 
lay to heart the peculiar privileges which 
we enjoy ; let it not be our condemna- 
tion that light is come into the world, and 
that 
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that we loved darkneſs rather than light ; 
but whilſt we bleſs thee for our creation, 
preſervation, and all the bleſſings of this 
life, and moſt of all for the :neans of grace, 
and the hopes of glory, through thine in- 
eſtimable love, diſplayed in the redemption 
of the world: by Jeſus Chriſt; may our 
hearts be made ſo thankful, that we may 
ſhew forth thy praiſe, not with our lips only, 
but that our lives may be conſecrated to 
thine honor, and employed in thy ſervice; 
that our hearts may be one whole burnt. 
offering of love and gratitude, and that it 
may appear to all around us, that we have 
indeed been in the ſchool of Jeſus, that we 
are living like the children of God, like the 
creatures of his bounty, like the ſubjects of 
his mercy, like the candidates for a partici- 
pation of his nature, and of his eternity, 


Give us to know what we are, and 
what we ought to be; teach us thyſelf, 
teach us what will render us moſt amiable 
to thee; bend our wills to thy ſacred com- 

A 3 | mands, 
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mands, ſubdue our paſſions into ſubſervi- 
ency to our reaſon and to our principles, 
bring our imaginations into captivity to the 
obedience of Chriſt: May the love of Jeſus 
ſweetly and gently conſtrain us, give us to 
delight in his amiable dominion, to eſteem 
his laws not grievous, his yoke eaſy, and his 
burthen light; mpre and more to pant after 
the graces and virtues, that ſhone forth in 
his divinely alluring example, breathing his 
ſpirit, and leading his life, according to the 
meaſure of imperfect humanity. SanRify - 
to us, O thou ſupreme Ruler, all the diſ- 
penſations of thine unerring providence, 
however painful and afflicting ſome of them 
may be; ſuffer us not to forget that they 
are tokens of mercy, and that theſe diſpen- 
fations of infallible wiſdom, which our ſhort- 
ſighted underſtandings cannot penetrate, are 
yet (we have infinite reaſon to believe) wor- 
thy of the perfections of the ſovereign Ruler, 
and that when we come to know even as 
we are known, thefe very parts of our lot 
ſhall appear to be fome of the faireſt and 

| brighteſt 


- 
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| brighteſt adminiſtrations of our heavenly Fa- 
ther; for whom the Lord loveth he chaſ- 
teneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon and daugh- 
ter whom he receiveth:ꝰ In the mean while 
give us by a life of charity, of faith, of in- 
tegrity, and goodneſs, to taſte more and 
more thoſe divine conſolations of religion, 
which the ſorrows of the world cannot de- 
ſtroy, though ſometimes they may impair 
them: We pray, that thou wouldſt enable 
us, in all our difficult fituations, to truſt in 
God; and in all our pleaſurable circum- 
ſtances, ſtill to remember our dependence, 
to remember the lot of humanity, to re- 
member where we are, whither we are go- 
ing, that this is not our. continuing city of 
abode, and that it becomes us to ſeek for 
one to come, the city of love, purity, and 
joy everlaſting ; bleſſed are they that do 
thy commandments, for they ſhall enter 
through the gates into that city: To do 
thy commandments, to comply with all 
thy will, even in the moſt trying ſcenes, 
be this the buſineſs of our lives, be this 
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our meat and drink, our element, our 
nature and joy ! and when at laſt, the great 
Arbiter of our lot ſhall call us from this 
ſtate of trial, may we ſurrender ourſelves 
with a full, with a free, with a cliearful ac- 
quieſcence, into the hands of the great Fa- 


ther of our ſpirits, hoping through the great 


Redeemer of the, world, that God will ac- 
cept us, that he'wiil acknowledge our inte- 


grity, approve our faith, and our labor of 


love; that he will forgive wherein we have 
failed, and that his gracious eye will ſmile 
upon thoſe virtues, "and thoſe principles, 
which he hath ifiſpired; and that the Savi- 
our of mankind ſhall ſay to us, before the 
congregated utliverſe of ſaints and angels, 
well donegood and faithful ſervants, enter ye 
into the joy of your Lord. 


We would join alſo our prayers for the 


whole race of men, for the whole church 


of Chriſt, for the propagation of truth and 


freedom, of righteouſneſs and charity, of 
faith and univerſal goodneſs throughout the 


world 3 
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world; for the preaching of the goſpel where 
it is not, and for its ſucceſs where it is ; 
for the preſervation of our invaluable laws, 
and precious conſtitution, that have been 
handed down to us by our forefathers, 
at ſo great an expence of blood and of 
treaſure; may it be preſerved to us invi- 
olate, and as this is the moſt favoured 
country, may it be the moſt grateful.” May 
thy bleſſing deſcend upon our ſovereign King 
George, the Queen, and their children, 
and all the royal family; may they be en- 
dued with thoſe virtues, and thoſe talents - 
that may dignify and adorn their high ſta- 
tion: May men of rank and authori- 
ty learn to know, in this their day, the 
things that belong to their ſituation and 
duty, and to the welfare of thoſe with 
whom they have influence, or over whom 
they have. power; may they learn to be 
good, that they may be truly great. We 
pray that the whole body of the people may 
tear God, reverence the laws, love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, live in all godli- 
| neſs 
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neſs and honeſty, in all peace and purity, ' 
in all due regard for the great things that | 
belong to religion, morality, humanity, and 


to their ſeveral connections in ſocial life; 
and a due regard may they ever ſhew, to 
the duties of their families, to the educa- 


tion of the young, and the improvement of 


all with whom they converſe. May. thoſe 
eſpecially to whom thou haſt committed 
the care of youth, be led to exert the warm- 
eſt zeal for their edification : May the 
young remember their Creator, in the days 
of their youth, and give the old ſtrength 


to prepare for their laſt hour, ſupport the 


weak, deliver the tempted, raiſe the deject- 
. ed, enliven the melancholy, lead thoſe that 
have none to help them to ſeek their all 
from God ; take care of ſtrangers, and thoſe 
that have no friends; O merciful Father, 
befriend them: be the friend of our friends, 
reward our benefactors, forgive our enemies, 
and teach us that noble Chriſtian virtue of 
forgiving them from the heart. We com- 
mit ourſelves and all we love to thy divine 


pro- 


A 
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protection and inſpiration; we put ourſelves 
under the Lord's conduct, it is not in man 
that walketh through this difficult path of 
life, to direct his ſteps, but as guided by that 
hand, by that unerring graciouſneſs, that 
leads on this great creation to everlaſting or- 
der, harmony, and joy. We doubt not of 
arriving there at laſt, where we ſhall behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs !—Merciful Fa- 
ther aſſiſt us, as we are this day to be en- 
gaged in the ordinances of thy houſe; grant 
us to lay to heart thy holy word ; may it be 
ſpoken with fervor, with fincerity and pow- 
er, with ſeriouſneſs and affection: May it 
be impreſſed upon our hearts, and from 
thence may it ſpring up in all the producti- 
ons of a holy life. Hear us, O Lord, for- 
give, accept, and bleſs us; we aſk all, and 
hope all, through the worthy name, and 
powerful mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Saviour, our Maſter, and our Advocate, 


with thee, our Father, &c. 
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EVENING. 


y V 17TH thankfulneſs and gratitude we 
acknowledge the opportunities which thy 


providence, O thou good and great Pre- 


ſerver of Men, has preſented to us this day, 
of aſſembling in thy more immediate pre- 


ſence, to worſhip, in a public and ſocial 


manner, him who liveth and reigneth for 
ever and ever, in whom we live, and move, 


and have our being, with every bleſſing, that 


ean render that being comfortable for the 
preſent, or hopeful for the future. 


Wx rejoice in all thy goodneſs, which 
thou haſt cauſed to paſs before us, but moſt 


cf all in the proſpect of being permitted to 
live and reign with ſaints and with ſeraphims 


for 
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for ever, in the kingdom of eternity, when 
the faſhion of this world is paſſed away: We 
would recolle& with ſeriouſneſs and folem- 
nity, this tranſitory ſtate: One generation 
paſſeth after another, and the place. where 
we now are, ſhall e're long know us no 
more : As for the life of man it is but a 
vapor, which appeareth for a little while, 
and then vaniſheth away; but thou art 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, without 
any variableneſs, or ſhadow of change ; and 
the eternity of thy nature, of thy perfecti- 
ons, of thy bounty, and of thy grace, is 
the foundation of our hope of happineſs, to 
every period of our exiſtence! To thy 
bounty we owe innumerable bleſſings : We 
thank thee for all the mercies of this life, by. 
which we are enabled to paſs it with any 
degree of ſerenity or ſatisfaction; and indeed, 
when we look backward on the part which 
is elapſed, and review the whole ſeries of 
thy providence towards us, we are filled 
with admiration and aſtoniſhment to conſi- 


der 
i 
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der through what diſtreſſes and dangers, 
and in what deaths we have been preſerved! 


how often we have been bleſſed againſt our 
fears, and beyond our hopes ! How often | 


our prayers have been heard, our ſorrows 
alleviated, and our tears wiped away ! How 


often thou haſt interpoſed, when the help of 


man was in vain! How often in the moſt 


dangerous and diſtreſsful moment, the arm 


of the Lord hath brought ſalvation! We 
| conſider ourſelves as the monuments of thy 
power, to protect, to bleſs, and to fave ! 
And we are filled with the deeper wonder, 
when we call to mind all our unwerthineſs 
and unthankfulneſs, all our diſobedience, 
our abuſe of the bounties of heaven ; and 
yet thoſe bounties are renewed to us every 
day, and we are now permitted to look for- 
ward with hope! Thou haſt not dealt with 
us according to our fins, nor rewarded us 
according to our iniquities ; thou haſt been 
better and kinder than all our words can 
expreſs, or all our thoughts conceive : 
Nor, has thy goodneſs been confined to this 


lifs ; 
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life, ſo frail, ſo uncertain, and at the beſt, 
ſo unſatisfactory: It is thy grace in Chriſt 
Jeſus, thy ſon and our Saviour, the Re- 
deemer of the world, the Conqueror of 
death, and our Advocate with God the Fa- 
ther; it is that grace which we would moſt 


of all celebrate and adore! Bleſs the Lord, 


O our ſouls, and all that is within us, be 
ſtirred up to bleſs and magnify the name of 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath forgiven all our iniquities, 
and redeemed us from fin, and hath likewiſe 
ſet before us life and immortality, in all their 
brighteſt glories and felicities, as a prize 
which our Saviour hath purchaſed for all 
his faithful followers. —For ever bleſſed be 
thy mercy through our Mediator, that our 
views are not limited to the boundaries of 
time, that they are ſtretched beyond the 
barriers of the world, into that new heaven 
and that new earth wherein dwell righte- 
ouſneſs and happineſs for evermore; and 
that amidſt all the vanity and vexation that 
adhere to this condition of life, we are al- 


lowed 


I» ADDRESS II. 


lowed and encouraged to conſole ourſelves 


with the proſpect of a better, nobler, diviner 
life beyond the grave, where fin and ſor- 
row ſhall never enter; where we ſhall be 
at reſt from all the toils and troubles of 
mortality ; and moſt of all, and what is beſt 
of all, ſhall be taught to love thee, and 
our Saviour, and one another, after a no- 
bler meaſure, and to a nobler purpoſe than 
can be reached in this feeble ſtate of hu- 
manity : Having this hope in us, give us to 
purify ourſelves even as thou art pure; and 
while we look back with gratitude and admi- 
ration on the one hand, may we look back 
with ſorrow and repentance on the other; 
while we look forward on the one hand, to 
that pure and peaceful region, which thou 
haſt opened beyond death, may we on the 
other hand, reſolve, by the grace of our 
God, that we will never ceaſe our endea- 
vours, till we have ſecured that bliſsful 
kingdom ; and where we have done iniquity, 
that we will do ſo no more; that we will 
avoid the weights that have preſſed us down, 

| and 
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and eſpecially the ſin that does moſt eaſily 
beſet us, and where we have been enabled 
to do well in any inſtance, to promote the 
happineſs of others, or of ourſelves in any 
degree, we bleſs God for the power by 
which we were thus enabled, and we implore 
the ſame aſſiſtance for the future, that we 
may fill up our ſituations with honor to God, 
with credit to our religion, and with ad- 
vantage to thoſe around us; that we may an- 
ſwer the great purpoſes of our exiſtence, not 
to trifle away the precious hours that remain, 
but to make the reſt of life one continued ſe- 
ries of ſacred preparation for eternity: Teach 
us thus to number our days, that we may 


apply our hearts to wiſdom. 


Fon what remains, we put ourſelves un- 
der the protection and direction of the un- 
erring and almighty Ruler and Diſpoſer of 
all. Sanctify the ſorrows of life, ſanctify all 
its joys; fit us to bear the one with forti- 
tude, and to enjoy the other with modera- 
tion: In whatever ſtate we may be teach us 

B therein 


important intereſts; for thy ſervant, our 


therein to be content : And, when life draws | 
at laſt to a cloſe, and all its joys and ſorrows 
are coming quickly to an end, then may we 
look back with thankfulneſs for what we | 
have received, and forward, with hope, to | 
; thoſe better things which God hath pro- 
| vided for them that love him; and in our 
laſt hour fave us from terror, and conſter- 
nation, from ſurprize and hurry, ſave us: 
May we poſſeſs our ſouls in peace, may we 
riſe above mortality, and with humble tri- | 
umph be able to ſay through the power | 
of our Saviour, O death! where is thy 

ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? | 


With ourſelves we pray for all mankind, | 
for Chriſtians of all denominations, for 
our native country, and all its wide and 


ſovereign King George, the Queen, and 
all the royal family; for men of every 
ſtation, rank and fubordination throughout 
fociety ; for our magiſtrates and miniſters, 
and all thy people; ſave thy people, O Lord, 


and 


, 
» 
* 
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and let not thine heritage be brought to 
confuſion, whom thou haſt redeemed with 
thy moſt precious blood; redeemed with an 
high hand, and an outſtretched arm. We 
pray for the old and the young, the rich and 
the poor, for thoſe in joy and ſorrow, for 
thoſe that are ſtripped of the rights and pri- 
vileges that we enjoy : We pray for all for 
whom we are taught to pray by nature, by 
friendſhip and by Chriſtianity; 'it is our 
wiſh that the univerſal parent may ſuit 
the extent of his goodneſs in Chriſt Jeſus, 
to the utmoſt extent of the wants of man- 
kind; and that we and all men may learn 
to fear God, to love the Saviour of ſinners, 
to love our duty, to perform it in our dif- 
ferent ſituations, to paſs through things 


temporal with a good conſcience, with ſo- 


briety, faith, charity, and love, to the 


things eternal, in the kingdom of God J. 


and in all our works begun, continued, and 
ended, may we obtain thine acceptance, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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ADDRESS III. 


MORNING. 


Wr adore the father and fountain of 
light and love, from whom every good and 
every perfect gift cometh, and with whom 
there is no variableneſs norſhadow of change! 
all elſe is ſubject to uncertainty and muta- 
bility; all beſides is inſufficient to confer fe- 
licity on the immortal mind : Every ray of 
light, every ſtream of love that we behold 
above, around, or below us, is only ſo far 
worthy of our eſteem and purſuit, as it leads 
us to thee from whom it cometh, and in- 
| clines us to ſeek happineſs from thee, who art 
its overflowing and everflowing ſource, We 
thank thee, O God, that thou haſt given 
theſe diſplays of thy ſelf in all thy works, in 

all 
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all thy ways, and throughout all thy word, 
which command at once our veneration 
and our affeftion ! Oh permit us under the 
influence of a diviner power and principle, 
than any which belong to unaſſiſted, unim- 
proved nature; permit us to breathe after 
thee, the greateſt and belt being, and to 
place our confidence there, where our con- 
fidence can never meet diſappointment !- 
We bleſs thee, thou ſupreme Diſpoſer of 
the lots and lives of mankind, for all the 
diſpenſations of thy providence, as we ad- 
mire all the adminiſtrations of thy grace: 
We believe, O Lord, that under thy go- 
vernment, infinite in wiſdom, in goodnels, 
and in rectitude, we believe that thrcugh 
thy mercy unbounded, all things ſhall work 
together for good, to thoſe who love thee 
and keep thy commandments, and that 
though clouds and darkneſs are often round 
about thee, yet righteouſneſs and judgment 
are the habitation of thy throne, and mercy 
and truth go before thy face for ever; be- 
cauſe love, ſovereign, eſſential, eternal love 

B 3 is 
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is thy nature, as it is thy name ! We con- 
feſs before thee that we are unworthy of 
thus approaching a preſence ſo perfect, but 
at the ſame time we rejoice that thy majeſty 
is not more awful, than thy mercy is be- 
nign, that thou art as good as thou art 
great, that goodneſs indeed conſtitutes thy 
higheſt character, and that thy tender mer- 
cies are over all thy works! We have fin- 
ned againſt thee times and ways without 
number, and yet our tranſgreſſions are not 
ſo many as are the compaſſions of God: 
Thou art the Lord, the Lord mereiful and 
gracious, flow to anger, abundant in good- 
neſs, in mercy, and in truth. Thou doſt 
not willingly afflict nor grieve the children 
of men, thou defireft the happineſs of thy 
family, thou delighteſt to promote it, and 
we have been taught to believe that thou ne- 
yer doſt promote it with more wiſdom or 
Kindneſs, or more efficaciouſly, than when 
thou art pleaſed to correct thy children; for 
whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and 
he ſcourgeth every ſon whom he regeiveth, 


20d 
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and therefore in the midſt of all the diſtreſ- 
ſes of humanity, all the dangers and dread 
that can darken our proſpects, or all the 
ſorrows that can in any degree imbitter our 
pleaſures, we will ſtill entertain the delight- 
ful perſuaſion that thou art our father, our 
friend, our phyſician ; that thou deſireſt not 


the death of any finner, that thou would 


much rather he ſhould turn to thee and live: 
Theſe declarations of thy mercy are the 
ſubject of our ſweeteſt and ſublimeſt con- 


. templations, in them we rejoice, in them 


we hope ; here is a broad unſhaken foun- 
dation on which we build our faireſt pro- 
ſpets; and whatſoever may happen to us 
and others of our fellow creatures in their 
days of trial, we will believe that through 
the great power of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 
through the influence of his divine doc- 
trines, and precepts, and pattern, through 
the merit of his croſs, through the might 
of his ſceptre, and under his inſpiring con- 
duct, thou wilt bring many ſons and daugh- 
ters to glory, thou wilt reſtore the fallen 
B 4 univerſe 
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univerſe to order, to peace, to harmony, and 
to happineſs immortal, and all thy won- 
dering, loving, adoring ſubjects ſhall for 
ever praiſe and celebrate that power, wiſdom, 
and goodneſs, which can ſuffer no reſiſtance, 
which from darkneſs can produce light, and 
from the deepeſt diſorder bring forth the 
faireſt and moſt glorious ſtate of things that 
can enter into the heart of man to conceive, 
even that life and immortality which are 
brought to light by the goſpel, and that king- 
dom of eternal perfection and glory, which 
our bleſſed Saviour hath founded upon the 
ruins of the empire of darkneſs. To this we 
look forward with hope, a hope that darts 
beyond the boundaries of mortality! O 
teach us to triumph in an hour of ſor- 
row, guide through what remains, O thou 
ſupporting Arm, O thou divine Saviour 
never leave us, never forſake us! O thou 
bleſſed kingdom of God be our object, 
our ambition, our attainment for ever! 
O great eternity, be thou the ſubject of our 
moſt ſolemn contemplations, and the gla- 
rious 
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rious aim of our life, of our ſtudy, and of 
all our conduct! And, at laſt, may we be 
put into poſſeſſion of the crown of glory, 
that fadeth not away, of the wreath of im- 
mortality ever fair and ever flouriſhing, in 
the kingdom of God, beſtowed upon us by 
the righteous judze, and not upon us only, 
but upon all them that look and prepare for 


his appearing. 


Tux ſame good things for time and eter- 
nity which we aſk for ourſelves, we would 
aſk for our brethren of mankind, for our 
brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, for all thoſe for 
whom we ought to pray, by whatever tie we 
are connected, beſeeching thee to ſpread the 
light of h- ven, even the light of the goſ- 
pel, thr. ughout the habitable earth, and 
where darkneſs, ignorance, delufion, diſor- 
der and wretchedneſs prevail, there to ſend 
forth thoſe emanations of light, and love, 
and goodneſs, thoſe energies of truth and 
grace, that will reſtore a fallen world to 


more than the primeval order and perfection 
of 
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of human nature, Deliver thenations O Lord 
from the rod of oppreſſion, and the ſcourge 
of ſuperſtition, deliver theſe nations from 
their ſins, deliver us from every thing of- 
fenſive to thy facred eye, to the holy laws 
of Jeſus, and contrary to the laws and con- 
ſtitution of this happy land. Preſerve, di- 
rect, proſper, and crown with thy bleſſing, 
thy ſervant our ſovereign King George, his 
royal conſort the Queen, and all their chil- 
dren ; adorn them with every virtue and 
grace; lead the King forth before this great 
people in all the majeſty of wiſdom, and in 
all the benignity of goodneſs ; and grant 
him grace from time to time, to exert his 
high authority, in the encouragement of 
thoſe that are good, and for the ſuppreſſion 
of vice, irreligion, and immorality of every 
kind. Send thy reforming Spirit, O Lord, 
around the world, and reſtore a diſſipated 
and diſtracted age to piety and good morals: 
May the miniſters of the goſpel promote a 
general reformation of manners, and them- 
ſelves, ſet the faireſt and moſt commanding 

exam- 
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examples. O Lord, our God, look eſpe- 
cially on thy ſervants before thee, who in 
the morning and in the evening pray unto 
thee, Lord hear our voice; bleſs this Chriſ- 
tian ſociety with the beſt bleſſings of hea- 
ven; may we grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
to know is life eternal; and may the riſing 
generation grow up as the lilly, ſhine in the 
beauties of holineſs, acquire thoſe divine ac- 
compliſhments, and thoſe bleſſed habits of 
piety, and of virtue, that will render them 
amiable and honourable to thoſe that behold 
them, as well as be their beſt ſecurity againſt 
the temptations of the age: Continue lives 
to us that are valuable and uſeful, ſend forth 
health, ſend down thy bleſſing ; O preſerve 
long to us, if it be thy will, our deareſt plea- 
ſures, and may we remember that all our 
enjoyments here are uncertain reſpecting this 
world, and that nothing can ſatisfy or com- 
fort us, but thy favor and approbation 
through Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe name we 
worlhip 
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worſhip, through whoſe merits we implore 
thy favor, and grace, and in whoſe words 
we call upon thee as Our Father, &c. | 
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EVENING. 


From this dark vale of tears, polluted 
with ſorrow, and expoſed to ſnares, would 
we thy ſervants lift our eyes, lift our hearts 
on high to Thee, thou beſt of beings, and 
firmeſt of friends, thou moſt bountiful bene- 
factor, and moſt tender moſt ſkilful phyſi- 
cian, thou all-ſupporting power, thou all- 
conducting wiſdom, thou all- conſoling good- 
neſs and love: But there is no name, there 
is no denomination ſufficient to expreſs thy 
glory and graciouſneſs, thou greateſt and 
thou brighteſt! Nor will we ceaſe to en- 
tertain ſentiments like theſe under the hea- 
vieſt preſſure of ſuffering, or the greateſt 
alarm of fear, perſuaded ſtill, that the Lord 
God omnipotent, omniſcient, all good, 

| 3 all 
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all wiſe, all juſt, all holy, liveth and reign- 
eth for ever and ever! When thy ways 
are in the deep waters, and thy footſteps 
paſt finding out with any certainty, yet 
from thoſe traces of thy perfections, which 
we behold and contemplate, we will con- 
clude with joy and firmneſs, that the ſame 
Father, Friend and all perfect Ruler, preſides 
throughout the whole; and that thoſe very 
proceedings of thy providence, which to us 
appear the moſt unfathomable, will at a period 
that is approaching, be found to be the no- 
bleſt and kindeſt efforts of thy wiſdom and 
goodneſs, which are over all! On this faith 
which thou haſt taught us, which is im- 
parted by our reaſon, but infinitely more 
by the revelation of thy Son and our Savi- 
our, on this faith we would build reſigna- 
tion unaltered, and hope unſhaken: For- 
bid moſt Gracious, moſt merciful, for- 
bid that ever any hour of deſpondence, 
or any moment of terror ſhould withdraw 
us from ſo delightful a perſuaſion, and unfit 
us for declaring the fame joyful acknow- 

ledgments. 
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ledgments. We rejoice in the religion of 
thy Son and our Saviour, which was 
brought from heaven, to raiſe man fallen 
into ignorance, diſorder, depravity, diſtreſs 
and danger, to raiſe him as high as heaven, 
to raiſe him by the power of Chriſt's croſs, 
by the ſtrength of his ſceptre, by the ſubli- 
mity of his doctrines, by the purity of his 
precepts, by the divinity of his aids, and by 
the all-ſufficiency of his infinite grace, in 
which we would ever truſt and glory: May 
this truſt and glory not only be the lan- 
guage or the feelings of the moment, but 
may they appear in the happieſt effects, and 
divineſt influences on our whole lives ; that 
the life we each of us live in the fleſh, may 
be by the faith of the Son of God, and in 
a conformity to his holy religion, ſo that at 
length to us to die, may be great gain, and 
at what time, or in what way ſoever the aw- 
ful ſummons ſhall be ſent, it may be receiv- 
ed with ſubmiſſion, with ſerenity, and with 


hope. Sanctify to us in the mean while both 


the 
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the pains and the pleaſures of life. and by 
both may we be led to thy ſelf, and in thee 
thou ſovereign Being, thou Parent of bleſ- 
ſedneſs, thou Perfection of beauty; in thee 
may we ever ſeek and ever find our portion: 


Forgive all our paſt offences, and all the 
fins of this day, pity all our preſent frailties, 
guard us againſt all future dangers, ſup- 
port us under every affliction felt or feared, 
guide us by thy good ſpirit, and briny us to 
everlaſting glory. Bleſs we pray thee our 
proteſtant ſovereign, our native country, the 
Britiſh government, and connections; re- 
form the age, teach the young, ſupport the 
old, relieve the ſick, ſtrengthen the weak, 
comfort the troubled, and be a friend to 
thoſe who have no friend to help them; pre- 


ſerve to us thoſe lives which we love and ho- 


nor, we caſt them and ourſelves, and all our 
friends upon the power that firſt produced 
us, and hath preſerved us to this hour: O 


heaventy F — O gracious Power, teach, 
teach 
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teach us evermore the glorious and the 
righteous leſſon of reſignation ; give us grace, 
we pray thee, to cultivate in ourſelves all 
that gratitude, and love, and ſubmiſſion, 
which we owe to our Saviour, the friend of 
ſinnners ; may we not be backward to con- 
ſecrate our lives to his ſervice, who took on 
him our nature, became a man of ſorrows 
and acquainted with grief, ranſomed us from 
death and the grave, aſcended into heaven, 
and through whom we hope to aſcend alſo, 
and fit on thrones, having been conquer- 
ors through him, even as he alſo overcame, 
and is fat down with his father on his throne. 
To him be glory and dominion ſupreme 
and eternal, Amen. 
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— JMORNING. | 
O uos v ho, holy, holy, Lord 
God Almighty, who was, who art, and 
who art to come, heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory, and ſo is the great 
and wide ſea alfo, in which are things innu- 
merable, both great and ſmall; all things 
declare thy glory, and thy majeſty, the hea- 
vens and all that live therein, the earth and 
all that exiſt thereon. Who may be likened. 
' unto thee, O Lord! among the gods who 
is like unto thee, fearful in praiſes, continu- 
ally working wonders : With a ſacred awe, 
and ſolemnity on our ſpirits, would we de- 
fire to enter into thy preſence, when we con- 
ſider who it is we are approaching, who and 


what we are, how momentous the vaſt con- 
| cerns 
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cerns we have to tranſact, and how ſhort 
and uncertain the time we have to tranſact 
them in; may we have grace to ſerve God 
acceptably, with reyerence and godly fear. 
We remember that thou art the high and 
the lofty one, which inhabiteth eternity, 
whoſe name is holy, and who dwelleth in the 
high and holy place; that thou canſt not 
look upon fin, but with abhorrence and de- 
teſtation ; and at the ſame time we recollect 
with ſorrow, that before thee. we are ſinners, 
that we have broken thy holy and righteous 
law, that we have expoſed ourſelves in in- 
numerable inſtances to the awful tokens of 
thy diſpleaſure : When we contemplate our 
original, which is attended with ſhameful 
conſequences ; when we reflect upon what 
our natures are, that they are defiled by fin, 
we would then with ſhame and confuſion of 
face ſmite on our breaſts, and come to thee, 
as ſinners to meet a pardon, rejoicing that 
we have a God to approach unto, who is 
merciful and gracious, ſlow to anger, abun- 


dant in loving kindneſs, in tender mercy, 
C2 goodneſs 
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goodneſs and in truth. In the name of 
Jeſus, a name ever dear to heaven, we ap- 
| proach thee; praying, if ſo be that the 
thoughts of our hearts, the language of our 
lips, the conduct of our lives, may be for- 
given us. Lord have mercy upon us mi- 
ſerable ſinners: enter not into judgment 
with us, for ſhouldſt thou be ſtrict to mark 
iniquity; O Lord, ho could ſtand; but for 
thy name's ſake, for thy mercy's ſake in 
Chriſt Jeſus, pardon our iniquity, and re- 
ſtore us to thy forfeited favor : Lift thou up 
the light of thy reconciled countenance up- 
on us, and it ſhall put more joy, more glad- 
neſs into our hearts, than when men of this 
world find their corn, and wine and oil in- 
creaſed, Enable us to turn with ſincere 
diſpoſitions of mind to that God from whom 
we have revolted : Increaſe in us the know- 
ledge of thyſelf, and of thy dear ſon Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom to know is life eternal: May 
we continually add to our faith, virtue, and 
every other grace; that theſe things being in 
us, and abounding, we may neither be barren 

; | nor 
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nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Guide us by thy council, lead 
us by thy right hand, aſſiſt us by thy ſpirit 
and grace; till thou haſt brought us to thy 
kingdom of glory. We pray, that all thy 
providences which we are witneſſes to, or 
objects of, may conſpire to improve in us 
the principles of virtue and real goodneſs : 
when under the rod of affliction, like our 
divine maſter may we learn obedience : If 
thou art pleaſed to beam upon us with the 
{miles of proſperity, help us to view the 
hand whence all our bleſſings come: Fit us 
for every change, and particularly for that 
important one, when we muſt bid adieu to 
things of time, and enter on an unſeen 
and untried eternity: O that when our 
friends ſtand weeping by, and can only tef- 
tify their love by ſtreaming eyes, and by 
aching hearts, we may have God for the 
ſtrength of our hearts, we may have the joy- 
ful hope of triumphing over death and the 
grave, and may believe that if we die we 
{hall be the Lord's. O thou great and uni- 
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verſal parent, who haſt made of one blood 
all nations that dwell on the face of the 
earth, and haſt encouraged us to pray for all 
our fellow men, thy name would we in- 
voke, thy favor would we aſk in behalf of 
thoſe our brethren, who yet know thee not; 
haſten the happy time, when the light of 
the knowledge of thyſelf in the perſon of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall be diſperſed as far as the 
rays of the natural ſun: We pray that the 
Indian of the eaſt and the weſt, the Lap- 
lander of the north, and the ſouthern Afri- 
can, may all be induced to bow themſelves 
to the ſcepter of that king, whom. thou haſt 
ſet upon thy holy hill of Zion. Look upon 
us in theſe iſles, and bleſs our dear fellow 
ſubjects in the provinces and colonies abroad: 
May the light of thy preſence be near us, 
may we be bleſſed in our civil and religious 
intereſts, and be the. happy people whoſe 
God is the Lord. O that the King of 
Kings would bleſs his ſervant, and our only 
rightful ſovereign, King George ; God fave 
the king, long live the king, may the king 
live 
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live for ever, may his throne be eſtabliſned 
in righteouſneſs, on his head may the crown 
"flouriſh, and let all his enemies'be cloathed 
with ſhame; teach his ſenators wiſdom, 
and over-rule all the debates of the great. 
' ſenate of the nation; may they decree 


rigghteous laws, and may we have reaſon 


to rejoice in their reſolutions for the ad- 
vancement of thine honor, and the promo- 
tion of the publick good. May thy mini- 
ſters be faithful and ſucceſsful, having, many 
ſeals added to their miniſtry. Do thou gra- 
ciouſly bleſs us, and grant us every good 
thing thou ſeeſt needful for us, ſince we aſk 
it only in the name, in a dependence on 
the merits, and a conformity to the direc- 
tions of our glorious and exalted 2 
O thou, Our F ather, Se. 


ADDRESS. 
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EVENING. 


Voucnsarr, O thou that dwelleſt be- 
tween the cherubins, unſearchable in ma- 
jeſty and glory, who humbleſt thyſelf to be- 
hold the things that are done even in heaven; 
vouchſafe to humble thyſelf yet more, by 
beholding with a pitying eye, thy poor ſer- 
vants proſtrate in their ſpirits at the throne 
of thine infinite goodneſs, proſtrate there 
with the profoundeſt veneration and awe, 
overwhelmed with a ſenſe of thy tranſcen- 
dant excellence, purity, and power ; yet even 
there, and in that ſituation, preſuming to lift 
the eye of faith, and the hand of hope to the 
place where thine honor dwelleth. Indeed 
when we deeply conſider thine unſpotted 
rectitude, and univerſal dominion, before 

| whom 
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whom angels and archangels cover their faces 
with their wings, we are afraid to raiſe our 
thoughts in the expectation of mercy as 
at this day; but that expectation of mercy 
thou haſt encouraged by the divine diſplays 
which thou haſt given of thy grace and love to 
loſt mankind, through Jeſus Chriſt thy ſon 
and their Saviour: In his name, through 
his merits, and truſting to his mediation, we 
thus offer our prayers and our praiſes, in the 
ſpirit of filial and humble confidence, not 
_ doubting to find favor and friendſhip with 
that power who made us at firſt, and who 
alone can make us happy for ever. O caſt 

us not away from thy preſence, take not thy 
holy ſpirit from thy ſervants, enter not into 
judgment with their offences, blot out our 
tranſgreſſions, bury them in everlaſting obli- 
vion, that they may not riſe up againſt us to 
confound us in this world, nor to condemn us 
in the next: We fly from them all to thy ſu- 
preme compaſſion, ftretch forth thine al- 
mightyand all mercifularm to deliver us from 


this depth of fin and forrow into which we 
| | | have 
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have pluiged ourſelves, and to raiſe us up 
to that high heaven, and to thoſe holy hills, 
to that ſublime ſituation of purity and joy, 
which our Saviour hath purchaſed for all 
his followers, and which he is gone before 
to prepare for their everlaſting reception: 
What ſhall we render for his divine religion, 
his miraculous incarnation, his aſtoniſhing 
2 humiliation, his alluring example, his per- 
fect precepts, his meritorious death, his tri- 
umphant reſurrection, his illuſtrious aſcen- 
fion into heaven, his all-ſufficient interceſ- 
ſion there, and the ſtupendous proſpects of 
his ſecond coming, of his appearance again 
the ſecond time, without ſin, unto ſalvation, 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and to be ad- 
mired in all them that believe! Fix our 
faith on theſe great doctrines, on that foun- 
dation may we build our hope, and with 
our hope thoſe holy diſpoſitions and habits, 
thoſe powerful principles of purity, charity, 
devotion, humility, truth and goodneſs, that 
are ſo ſtrongly recommended, and ſo beau- 


tifully exemplified in his life and converſa- | 
| tion, 
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tion. O that the very fame ſpirit which JV 
preſided in our divine maſter, may inſpire , 

us, that we may learn of him who was meek 
and lowly, that like him we may be conti- 

nually going about doing good ; that like 

him we may delight in the excellent of the 

earth,” whilſt we warn them that are out 


* 


of the "ay of peace and enero = 
- 


HEAvENLy Father, thou ſeeſt the 79 1 
rations of our ſouls, thou heareſt the ſigh- 
ings of the imploring heart; pity, aſſiſt, ac- 
cept, and bleſs us; O bleſs us, and we ghall 
be bleſſed indeed, beyond the power of men 
or demons to diſturb our peace. May our 
affections be ſet on things above, from 
whence we may look with a noble diſdain 
upon all that is baſe and mean in the fol- 
lies of this world, which paſſeth away. May 
our converſation be in heaven, from whence 
we look for our Saviour ; and may our tem- 
pers be attuned, and our manners formed 
into a reſemblance of the ſpirit of the inha- 


bitants of that land, where all is peace and 
Joy 3 
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joy; where friendſhip and fervor, devotion 


and holy love have taken up their eternal 


abode. And if at any time thine eye finds 
our ſpirits ſtruggling to aſcend to that ex- 
alted ſtate, in the midſt of all our weakneſ- 
ſes, ſmile we pray thee upon the arduous + 
endeavour, and ſuſtain the feebleneſs of na- 
ture by a power ſuperior to it. After hav- 
ing run the race that is ſet before us, look- 
ing all the way to Jeſus, the author and 
finiſher of our faith ; after having at laſt 


finiſhed our courſe, may we receive from 


his applauding hand the crown of righte- 
ouſneſs, which he ſhall give to all his faith- 
ful followers ! O bright, unfading, and ever 
flouriſhing crown ! O beauteous morning 
of the judgment day] O bleſſed and glori- 
ous Redeemer and Judge of the world! O 


thou eternal lover and father of all! O ye 


great hopes of an immortal heaven ! be ye 
the favourite objects of our contemplation, 


and our defire; and in the midſt of what- 
foever is comfortable in life, delightful in 


ſociety, attractive in friendſhip, in the midſt 
of 
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of whatever can allure the heart with the 
| beſt pleaſures of this world, we will till 
look beyond them all, to thoſe better joys, 
to thoſe higher glories of hereafter, which 
eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
it entered into the heart of man to conceive. 
But we pray not for ourſelves alone; in 
the preſence of the univerſal Father, Crea- 
tor, and Benefactor of men, how decent 
and how delightful, to open the heart in the 
- wideſt expanſions of charity, to the whole 
family of mankind ; O that they may be- 
come the family of love and goodneſs, and - 
happineſs, by. the propagation of the light 
and glory of the goſpel throughout the 
world ; and where it ſhines, may it produce 
by the power of God, the happieſt effects on 
the minds and manners of men. 


We recommend to thy protection this 
favoured land in which we live, and pray 
that God will bleſs his ſervant and our ſo- 
vereign King George, in his perſon, in his 
family, in his councils, in all the great con- 

cerns 


46 ADDRESS VI. 


cerns of the publick ; enable him to go out 
and in, before ſo great a people with wiſ- 
dom -and humanity, with dignity, with a 
high ſenſe of the fear of God, and what he 
owes to that exalted ſituation to which he 
was ordained, and alſo with a juſt diſcern- 
ment of the rights, the laws and the privi- 
leges of the people : May a general ſpirit of 
reformation prevail: May judges and ma- 
giſtrates, and parents, and teachers, and 
guardians, and maſters of families, and the 
miniſters of the goſpel, under all their di- 
verſities of naines, conſpire in their ſeveral 
places to promote the amendment of a de- 
generate age: Grant us of this ſociety the 
higheſt tokens of thine approbation, enable 
each of us to fulfill the great purpoſes of our 
being; may we caſt ourſelves with all our 
cares, and thoſe who are deareſt to us, upon 
that providence which cannot err, upon that 
goodneſs which hath never failed us, there 
be all our confidence and all our hope: 
Heavenly Father, when We look back on 
uy pe proceedings, and think by what 
wondrous 
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wondrous ways thou haſt brought us thus 
far, how thou haſt diſappointed many a 
fear, exceeded many a hope, and done for us 
above all we are able to think; the ſplen- 
dor, the wiſdom, the beauty and love that 
ſhine forth in this contemplation, ſtrike us 
at once with aſtoniſhment, and charm us 
with love; aſtoniſhment at thy wondrous 
providence, and love for thine infinite grace! 
fulfill to thy ſervants that expectation which 
from all that is paſt they are willing to form 
with regard to all that is future, hear our 
prayers, aſſiſt our endeavours, and accept of 
our devotion, which we preſume to offer 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
only Saviour and Advocate at thy throne, 
Our F ather, Cc. 


(4 ) 


n 


At the SACRAMENT. 


1 Congratulate myſelf on the comfort and 
the joy of meeting you my friends and fel- 
low worſhippers, once more in the houſe of 
our common Creator, and of our common 
Saviour, whom we have ſo often had the 
pleaſure of approaching and of worſhipping 
together; and of meeting once more at his 
table, where we have ſo often enjoyed ſa- 
cred and ſublime communion with the fa- 
ther of our ſpirits, and the redeemer of our 
nature: In truth, life with its cares, croſſes, 
perplexities, buſineſs, infirmities of mind 
and body, together with the temptations 
and trials of both, could not to any rea- 
ſonable, refined, or ſanctified ſpirit be an ob- 
je of deſire or delight, were it not ſweet- 
ened andexalted by the exerciſes of deyetion, 
and may the intereourſes of friendſhip. ;Þ pity - 
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the man who doats upon exiſtence, for the 
ſake of any animal enjoyments, which ex- 
iſtence can give, and who does not learn the 
leſſon of valuing them only, as they may 
be made the means of improving the divine 
principle within him here, and preparation 
for the diviner joys of futurity: In this view 
alone the afflictions of the preſent life can be 
rendered light, whilſt they work for the 
children of God and the followers of Jeſus, 
a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 


glory. 4 


O nayyy day when we ſhall ariſe to 
thoſe manſions of peace and purity, when 
we ſhall wing our flight to that region of 
ſublimity, where our fellowſhip with God, 
with his Chriſt, with his angels, with his 
ſaints, ſhall be compleat, uninterrupted, and 
everlaſting! In this moſt delightful hope, 
that can ſwell the human heart, let us at- 
tend on this moſt pleaſing ſervice in which 
we can be engaged. How becoming is the 
duty, how beautiful, how delightful !- God 
D be 
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be praiſed for having given us counſel to 
glory in the-croſs of Chriſt : O thou moſt 
excellent, benevolent, and divine Jeſus, on 
thee we ſuſpend all our hopes, on thee we 
faſten all our expectations; from thee we 
expect eternal life as the gift of the eter- 
nal Father, and in this faith we will take 
the cup of ſalvation, aſcribing to thy name 


everlaſting praiſe. 


BEFORE RECEIVING. 


BLESSED through everlaſting ages be 
the God and Father of Jeſus Chrift, our 
Lord, who hath given us counſel thus to 
Rand forth in a degenerate, diſſipated age, to 
evince our firm reliance on the Redeemer 
of the world, for thoſe divine conſolations 
which can only ſupport us living and dying, 
and for thoſe immortal joys, which are alone 
adequate to the wants and wiſhes of our na- 
ture and duration ; of our nature that was 
made for religion, and of our duration that 

| | (hall 
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be commenſurate to eternity: what thanks 
ſhall we return for any inclination thou haſt 
given us towards the beſt and nobleſt things, 
for any ſight of the infinite excellence of re- 
ligion, and the infinite moment of eternal 
concerns: not unto us, not unto us, in 
whom dwelleth no good thing, but only to 
thee be all the praiſe, from whom deſcend- 
eth every good and perfect and celeſtial gift. 
O give us thy holy ſpirit in all his moſt ſub- 
lime confolations, in every noble influence 
by which our hearts can be raiſed above the 
world, and taught to aſpire after what is 
heavenly and everlaſting : and whilſt we eat 
bread and drink wine in token of faith in our 
Saviour, may we receive from him thoſe 
communications of light, and life, and for- 
titude and joy, which will furniſh us for 
what remains of our mortal career, till we 
finiſh our courſe with gladneſs, and are per- 
mitted to lay hold on that crown of righte- 
ouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, ſhall give to us at that day, and 
not to us only, but to all them that love 

D 2 his 


his appearing. May grace, mercy and peace 
be upon all ſuch, and upon us through 
his precious name, and prevailing interceſ- 
ſion. Amen. 


I now proceed to break to you the bread 
of life, and remind you that Jeſus, the ſame 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 
and having given thanks, as has been done 
in his name, he broke it and gave it to his - 
diſciples, ſaving, take, eat, this is my body 
broken for you, this do ye in remembrance 
of me.—And this will we do in the faith of 
thy goſpel, and in the hope of thy ſalvation, 
O thou divine and heavenly philanthrophiſt, 
reſolving at this moment to devote ourſelves 
to him who died for us; thus will we join 
our fellow communicants in commemorat- 
ing our common Lord and glorious Media- 
tor; this is Chriſt's body broken for us, this 
we do in remembrance of him who remem- 
bered us in our low and loſt eſtate; for his 

mercies endure for ever! O do not forget 
Pu | 


ww 
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us in our laſt hour; do rfot forget us in the 
riſing day, in the awful morning of the day | 
of judgment, remember us in mercy, O Al- 
mighty Saviour, for without thee we ſhall 
be loſt and wretched for ever. 


BenoLD how Jeſus loved us! loved us 
even to the death, loved us ſo well as to ex- 
pire for us on the tree of pain and of ſname; 
he endured the pain, and deſpiſed tlie ſname, 
he ſuffered, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us to God: O what did he not 
ſuffer, what language of men and angels can 
paint his unknown and unutterable agonies ! 
and did he ſuſtain theſe for us ? for creatures 
ſo undeſerving, ſo hell-deferving, that we 
might be made ſomething good, ſomething 
great ! ſurely our hearts muſt burn within 
us whilſt we meditate on that face ſo full of 
grace, and yet ſo full of ſorrow; that head ſo 
adorable and yet crowned with thorns, thoſe 
hands ſo benificent, and yet pierced with 
nails, thoſe feet for ever going about doing 
good, and yet torn and faſtened to the ac- 
D z3 curſed 


ADDRESS VI. 

eurſed tree: nay, his whole life taken from 
him as it were drop by drop; but he who 
was dead is alive, and liveth for evermore, 
and witneſs ſaints, witneſs angels, we not 
only celebrate the death but alſo the aſcen- 
| fion of our Saviour, and we will ſhew forth 
theſe glorious truths till he come again, 


Wx have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins : the blood of 
Teſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, We are 
not redeemed with corruptible things as ſil- 
ver and gold, but with the precious blood 

of Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemiſh and 
without ſpot: To him that loved us and 
waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and prieſts, to God 


and the Father, be glory anFominion for 
ever. A | 


AFTER ſupper Jeſus alſo took the cup, 
having given thanks, and gave it to his diſ- 
ciples, ſaying, drink ye all of this, for this is 
the new, teſtament in my blood ſhed for 

_ ” the 
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the remiſſion of the fins of many. Behold 
the lamb of God that taketh away the fins 
| of the world! O accept this heart which 
thou haſt conquered, and this foul which 
thou haſt redeemed : all our time, our ta- 
lents, our opportunities, this ſervice do 
not diſdain, do not ſpurn; accept them Bleſ- 
ſed Redeemer, they, are all thy fervants can 
offer : verily, verily, we are thy ſervants, we 
glory in the title, it is true honor, it is ge- 
nuine praiſe : we are not afraid to avouch 
Jeſus to be our Lord and Saviour,” our 
portion and our all: therefore let us be ſted- 
faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, being aſſured that our 
labor ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


ConTEMPLATE O our ſouls, the infinite 
purity of God; his infinite mercy, wiſdom 
and love, all diſplayed here. Contemplate 
the guilt of fin, the evil of departing from 
God, the ſhame to which it expoſed the Sa- 
viour, the pain which it inflicted} on him: 
here contemplate the infinite importance of 

| D 4 religion 
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religion and eternity, the glory of thoſe great 
objects that are ſet before us in the goſpel of 

Chriſt: at what a high price all this was 
obtained, at what a mighty rate all this is 
beſtowed. Behold what manner of love the 
Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we 
ſhould be raiſed up from ſin, from igno- 

rance, from guilt, from corruption, from 
miſery and death, that we ſhould be raiſed 
up to life and light, and joy eternal! Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, what wondrous things are theſe ! 
O teach us ye faints, ye ſeraphims, ſome 
nobler language, in which we may ſhew 
forth the infinite merits of our great Re- 
deemer : Language finks, imagination fails, 
and the heart of man is too little to contain 
theſe marvellous conſiderations ! O bleſſed 
heaven, where we ſhall pry into the myſtery 
of redemption for ever ! here we ſee but 
darkly, but then we ſhall fee God, and fol- 
low the Lamb, witherſoever he ſhall lead us, 
by rivers of ever-living and ever-flowing 
pleaſures : May the love of Chriſt conſtrain 
us, may the principles of gratitude inſpire us, 
| may 
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may the life of Jeſus be our model, may the 
death of Jeſus be our truſt, may the ſceptre 
of Jeſus govern us, may the happineſs of our 
Saviour fill us with joy and hope. O what 
joy to ſtand on the ruins of a burning world 
without terror and without difmay ! O migh- 
ty period of the conflagration of all things, 
when the earth and all that is therein ſhall 
be burnt up, and when the Son ſhall appearin 
the glory of his Father, and in his own glory, 
with all the holy angels! Divine Redeemer, 
where ſhall we ſtand in that day ? where 
ſhall our fellow-communicants ſtand? O that 
we may appear at thy right-hand, that wemay 
ſtand in great boldneſs, having waſhed our 
robes and made them white in the blood of 
the lamb. May weſtand unſhaken and uncon- 
founded on the ruins of a diſſolving uniyerſe; 


MzeTrinks yonder comes he whoſe pro- 
' Miſes we embrace, whoſe doctrines we be- 
lieve, whoſe precepts we obey. with much 


weakneſs, after whoſe ſalvation we aſpire; 4 2 
and with whoſe ſervants we aſſemble, 


* 
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our Saviour, our Brother, our Patron, and 
our Friend, as well as our Judge, to paſs that 
fentence, well done good and faithful fer. 
vants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord? 
Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus, and even fo 
{mile on thy ſervants in that day; and in 
this beautiful hope may we continue faithful 
in thy ſervice to our life's end, and at that 
period may we bear our teſtimony to the 
glory of thy name, and to the fullneſs of thy 
falvation. To thy name be everlaſting praiſe, 
Amen. | 


AFTER RECEIVING. 


WE rejoice in the eee whilſt 
we are not able to find words equal to 
that love, and gratitude, and admiration 
which we entertain for the grace and 
the beauty of our Saviour and his goſpel, 
thine eye thou great Omnipotent, which 
is ten thouſand times brighter than the ſun, 
reads thoſe defires within us, which we 
are not able to expreſs ! bleſſed be the 

| name 


name of God, he does not deſpiſe the day of 
ſmall things, and the humble efforts ob thy 
ſervants are acceptable in thy ſight through 
the great Redeemer, whoſe death and life, 
whoſe friendihip and charity we have now 
remembered, we truſt with hearts not alto- 
gether inſenſible of our obligations. O ac- 
cept of our offering, not for our ſakes, but 
for the ſake of that offering which Jeſus 
made on the croſs, for the ſake of him who 
fits at thy right-hand, and is pleading our 
cauſe as our brother: this is the foundation 
of our hope, and may we live one day to 
climb to thoſe exalted glories, and to become 
partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light; one day to follow the Lamb of God 
whitherſoever he goeth, while his gentle hand 
ſhall wipe away every tear from our eyes ! 
O overwhelming: conſideration ! may this 
love conſtrain us, may- thy ſpirit inſpire us, 
may our whole life be a hymn of gratitude 
and of praiſe! may we never eſteem any thing 
too much to do, to hazard, to ſuffer, never 
eſteem any thing too dear to ſacrifice, by 

| which 
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which we may ſhew our gratitude to the 


great fountain of our happineſs : Forgive us, 
O Lord, wherein we have offended ; in all 
things we offend, but we rejoice in the 
thought that our Redeemer liveth for ever, 
and that we ſhall be accepted and crowned 
through his perfect merits and gegen s- 
interceſſion. 


WI commend to thee eſpecially thoſe that 
have now devoted themſelves to thy ſer- 
vice. Bleſſed be God for any reliſh given 
to any for the greateſt and beſt conſiderations, 
for any taſte of ſacred and divine truths, 
for any ſuſceptibility for thoſe beſt impreſ- 
fions : May thy grace preſerve us and all thy 
children, by thy mighty power through 
faith unto ſalvation, and after we have paſſed 
our days according to the will of God, may 
we fall aſleep with our fathers, and behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs, through the merits, 
the alone merits of our alone Saviour, to 


whom be praiſes by all on earth and in hea- 


ven. Amen, 
ADDRESS 
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MORNING. 


V oucasar, eternal Jehovah, from 
the height of thy holineſs, where thou ſit- 
teſt and reigneſt from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing, with a propitious and pitying eye, to 
behold us the children of the duſt, whilſt. 
from this vale of mortality we preſume to 
lift our eyes, to lift our hearts to thee, O 
thou moſt High ! we adore thee who was 
and is, and ſhalt be for evermore the ſame ; 
the ſame in perfection, in felicity, and in 
glory; poſſeſſed of all thoſe attributes which 
can command the veneration, or captivate 
the affection of the intelligent creatures whom 
thou haſt made to know and to adore thee. 
O thou Supreme of beings accept our ado- 
rations this morning, ſo juſtly due from 


creatures 
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creatures ſo deeply indebted as we are, 
from us the children of the earth: but in 
the midſt of all our frailties, in the midſt of 
all the mifery in which we are often involved, 
bleſſed be thy benevolent name, we are not 
left without ſtrength, we are not left without 
hope : though with regard to this hody we 
muſt ſay to the worm thou art our ſiſter, 
and to the earth thou art our mother ; yet 
with regard to this mind which ſtirs within, 
we are entitled to look up to thee as our fa- 
ther, and to angels and archangels as our 
kindred and our friends : nor has the hand 
that formed us confined our views and our 
felicities to this low, little, tranſitory ſcene, 
but taught us to ſtretch them nobly into 
the immenſe of eternity ; of that eternity 
for which we feel that we were made : We 
have alas forfeited our birthright to immor- - 
tality by departing from our great and good 
Creator; by our tranſgreſſions we forfeited 
thy favor, which was forfeiting our all ; and 
yet, ſogracious is thy nature, and ſo didſt thou 
love the world in the midſt of all this degene- 
racy 
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racy and diſtreſs, that thou didſt ſend thine 
only begotten and beſt beloved Son into it, that 
he might live a glorious, and at the ſame 
time an alluring example of all excellence, 
that he might teach a religion the moſt ex- 
alted and exalting, yet the ſimpleſt and the 
ſweeteſt ; and that he might ſuffer and die, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, to bring us to God; 
and having been delivered for our offences, - 
ariſe again for our juſtification, and as he 
aroſe, ſo we know that the aſcended to take 
poſſeſſion of that high and happy portion 
which he hath procured for his followers, 
and to conduct that aſtoniſfing ſcheme of 
love, and wiſdom, and power, and grace, 
by which the penitent, the believing, and the 
upright ſpirits of every age, and of every ge- 
neration muſt be brought to everlaſting glory. 


T HER are the foundations on which thou 
haſt permitted, nay invited us, O moſt mighty 
and moſt merciful, to build the fabrick of 
our hopes; to build it as high as heaven: 
and therefore ſurrounded as we are with a 

thouſand 
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thouſand frailties, ſubjected to a thouſand 
ſorrows, guilty of ten thouſand failings, we 
will not deſpair, but we will entertain the 
_ reviving, the elevating expectation of being 
permitted after a life of ſobriety, righteouſ- 
neſs, charity and goodneſs, to enter into that 
divine ſtate for which we were originally 
formed: We confeſs all the offences of our 
hearts and lives, we confeſs them with hu- 
mility and with hope; we acknowledge too 
with gratitude and joy all our bleſſings; the 
diſtreſſes in which we have been ſupported, 
the diſeaſes from which we have been reco- 
vered, the dangers in which we have been 
preſerved, the deaths from which we have 
been often reſcued, the thouſand and thou- 
ſand bleſſings which we have enjoyed, and 
the nameleſs conſolations which we have 
taſted, we would recollect with admiration 
and with praiſe ! from this experience we 
would proceed with' modeſt hope to the 
ſcenes of ſuffering that may remain, and up- 
on thoſe of ſervice to which we may he cal- 
led, we would enter with humble dependence 


an 
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on the protection, the power, and the in- 
ſpiration of that being who hath brought us 
thus far, and enabled us to fill up with any 
degree of integrity or approbation, the parts 
which have hitherto been allotted: thy hand 
is not ſhortened that it cannot fave, nor thine 
ear heavy that it cannot hear: to thee we 
commit ourſelves, and all our friends, and 
all our fellow-creatures, and all our intereſts, 
and the intereſts of theuniverſal church, and 
of our native country, and the health and 
family of our King, and the civil and reli- 
gious concerns of Great Britain, and all her 
connections: we pray that a diſtracted age 
may be made wiſe, peaceful, virtuous, pious, 
nappy. May the miniſters of religion be in- 
ſpired with zeal, charity, and eloquence : 
may our magiſtrates be enabled to exert their 
authority with wiſdom, firmneſs, fidelity. 
Direct and proſper the honorable tranſacti- 
ons of our merchants and of our tradeſmen, 
the honeſt labours of our artificers and huſ- 
bandmen : may the arts of peace flouriſh : 
may God's beſt bleſſing reſt upon this ſo- 

E . ciety 
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ciety. May the young be early impreſſed 
with the principles of piety, the only guard 
of all morals, the only parent of true wiſ- 
dom, and the only nurſe of true felicity, 
The fatherleſs, the widow, the orphan, the 
perſecuted, the tempted, the dejected, the 
diſtracted, the dying, all the ſons and daugh- 
ters of affliction, we commend to the Father 
of mercies; pity, ſupport, ſanctify their ſor- 
rows, and deliver them from them in due 
time. Accept our thanks for all thy good- 
.neſs to all we love and honor; and may 
they and we evermore be devoted to thy 
glory and dignified by thy friendſhip. Ac- 
cept theſe our humble attempts to ſerve thee 
and profit one another, in the name and 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, our 


only Saviour and Advocate with thee, Our 
Father, Cc. 


ADDRESS 


E 


ADDRESS VIII. 


> r 


EVENING. 


O Teach us to pray, for we know not 
u hat to aſk as we ought; through our igno- 
rance and through our unworthineſs we dare 
not aſk with that confidence, which a ſenſe 
of thy goodneſs, and a feeling of our ne- 


ceſſities ſnould naturally inſpire; pour out 


upon us the ſpirit of grace, of prayer, and of 
ſupplication, and then we ſhall underſtand 
the manners, the tempers, the ſentiments, 
and diſpoſitions with which we ought to ad- 
dreſs the throne of mercy, and not only un- 
derſtand, but experience and cheriſh, and ex- 
preſs them. O ſend forth thy light and thy 
truth, that they may lead us to thy holy hill, 
and may give us to know and feel that joy 
which the world cannot give, and which the 

E 2 world 
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world cannot take away, that joy with which 
ſtrangers do not intermeddle, and which 
only flows from its native eternal ſource, 
Thou art that ſource of bleſſing O thou 
moſt benevolent Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of all them that believe : may 
we believe that thou art, and that thou 
art the rewarder of them that diligently 
ſeek thee in every age and in every na- 
tion, for with "thee there is no reſpect of 
perſons, thou art the univerſal parent, thou 
art the univerſal judge; may we pals the 
time of our ſojourning here in thy fear, and 
in thy preſence may we pour out our pray- 
ers and our praiſes till we arrive at that 
world where we ſhall be no ſtrangers, nor 
pilgrims, but be happy and eternal inhabi- 
tants, and where inſtead of feeling the wants 
and weakneſſes, the fins and the ſorrows of 
mortality, we ſhall be placed at an everlaſting 
diſtance beyond them, and find ourſelves 
more happy than all our language can now 
expreſs, and all our imaginations compre- 
hend. Bleſſed for ever be that being who 
| hath 
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hath begotten us again to this lively hope 
through the reſurrection of thy ſon from the 
dead, which we commemorate with grati- 
tude and gladneſs: grant O heavenly Fa- 
ther that whilſt our thanks aſcend, our hearts 
may aſcend with them to heaven, to that 
high and holy place where our mediator 
dweils, and from whence he has promiſed 
to ſend the holy ſpirit to thoſe that aſk him, 
and from whence he himſelf will come again 
to receive to his bleſſed boſom of perfection 
and of peace all his father's followers : O 
that we may be numbered in that happy 
and honored band, that the love of Chriſt 
may conſtrain us by a power at once the 
ſtrongeſt and the ſweeteſt, to devote our- 
ſelyes with unalterable attachment and de- 
votion to him, who gave himſelf for us in 
this world, that he might give himſelf to us 
in the next for ever. 


ALL thy perfections diſplayed in all thy 
works we adore, the beauty and brightneſs 
of nature this day we admire, the benig- 
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nity, the majeſty, the wiſdom, the power of 
thy providence we revere ; but the attrac- 
tions of thy grace, the allurements of 
thy love, the manifeſtations of that tran- 
ſcendant overflowing and everflowing mer- 
cy, which ſtreams from the throne of 
God down upon our fallen world, raiſe 
our thoughts, raiſe our hearts to a pitch 
of wonder, of rapture, and praiſe, furpaſ- 
fing all the reſt! O accept theſe teſti. 
monies of our ſouls, to us ſo delightful, 
and from us ſo proper, may they ever- 
more be to thee acceptable: In the midſt 
of all the frailty and folly, all the vanity and 
vexation which adhere to this ſtate of our 
exiſtence, may our ſighs ariſe up to that 
| throne where mercy ſits, our prayers be 
heard there, our praiſes be there received, 
dur ſervices approved from thence, and the 
conſolations which we want ſent down from 
time to time in that proportion, which thy 
providence ſhall pleaſe to appoint, in the 
different ſituations and circumſtances in 
which we are, A joy without ſorrow we 

dare 
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dare not aſk, health without ſiekneſs we muſt 
not hope, pleaſure without pain is not com- 
patible with the lot of humanity, a ſanctity 
unſtained, a heart perfect before God we 
- can never boaſt, but thy infinite goodneſs 
f and grace will not reject the humble adora- 
i 

5 


tions of thy ſervants, whether in pain or 

pleaſure, whether in health or joy, whe- 

ther in ſickneſs or ſorrow, whether amidſt 
| the greater failings of our hearts and lives, 
| or the leſſer deviations of both, for the prin- 
ciples which thou haſt implanted and the af- 
fections which thou haſt inſpired, thou wilt 
not diſdain to accept : but thou wilt pity us 
as a father pitieth his children, thou wilt 
carry us through all our cares and all our 
toils, thou wilt ſtrengthen us in trial, arm 
us in temptation, make us more than con- 
querors, and keep us through thy mighty 
power by faith unto falvation, 


W pray that thine infinite mercy may 
forgive wherein thy infinite purity may have 
this day been offended, that thou wilt ac- 
| E 4 cept 
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cept of our humble acknowledgments for any 
degree of tranquillity or health which we en- 
Joy, and eſpecially that we are thereby en- 


abled to worſhip thee at this time, and have 


been enabled to wait on thee this day in thy 
temple, and any who have not been able to 
tread thy courts this day, we pray that they 
may ſeek God, wherever they are, in ſpirit 
and in truth, and he will be found of them 
in love and favor ; for thy preſence is con- 


fined to no place, thy inſpiration to no aſ- 


ſembly : thou art the father of all, in all, 
through all, over all, God bleſſed for ever, 
May thy preſence go with us wherever we 
go, thy angels protect, thy wiſdom conduct, 


thy favor bleſs us, and thine image be our 


ornament and joy: to be like thee, to be 
happy in thee wherever we are, in whatever 


- fituation, be this all our ſalvation and all 


our deſire: Do thou proſper, direct, ſanc- 
tify, and bleſs us with that bleſſing which 
maketh rich and which addeth no forrow, 
may piety ſanctify all our converſation, and 


unity cement our ſouls in peace and har- 
mony., 
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mony, and in that hope which will exalt 
us to the defire and to the purſuit of the 
world above, where we ſhall be as the An- 
gels of God for ever. All which we humbly 
aſs through Jeſus Chriſt our Almighty 
advocate with thee, Our Father, Sc. 
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MORNING. 


O Thou great Father of ſpirits, Lord 
God Almighty, juſt and true are all thy 
ways, O thou King of ſaints; thou art in 
goodneſs incomprehenſible, eternal, infinite: 
our weak faculties are loſt in the contem- 
plation of thee, we would feel thine inſpir- 
ing influence, and although we cannot com- 
prehend thine unſearchable greatneſs, yet we 
would adore the goodneſs that we have felt 
every moment of our exiſtence to the pre- 
ſent; we would hope in the ſame mercy 
that called us from non-exiſtence into light, 
and to the hopes of immortal light. Where- 
ever we turn our eyes, we behold the traces 
of thy power which is infinite, and of thy 
goodneſs which is unbounded and everlaſt- 


ing: 
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ing: the heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament ſheweth the greatneſs of 
his love; all the various tribes of beings 
proclaim thy munificence, and reſt on thine 
all-ſupporting providence : but on us the 
ſons of reaſon, thou haſt beſtowed thy pecu- 
liar favor, given us underſtanding to explore 
thy works, and a heart to love thy ways, 
made us to be the prieſts of this lower crea- 
tion, to ſend up to thee one ſong of grate- 
ful praiſe : thou haſt implanted within us 
the power of conſcience to reſtrain us from 
evil, to prompt us to our duty and to our 
happineſs, thou haft ſent thine own ſon to 
reveal to us the way of life, to purify to 
himſelf a peculiar people zeatous of good 
works: We wou'd adore the riches of thy 
love in our redemption, that thou haſt re- 
ſcued us ffom the darkneſs, from the errors 
of ſuperſtition, to worſhip and acknowledge 
thee the only true God, that thou haſt pro- 
claimed thyſelf to be a ſpirit, and to be wor- 
ſhipped only in fpirit and in truth ; above all 
we adore thee that thou haſt opened to our 

view 


view the glorious hopes of life immortal, 
that this is not the whole of our exiſtence, 
that after we have paſſed a few revolving 
years in theſe ſcenes of frailty, of blindneſs, 
and of diſorder, thou haſt taught our expec- 
tations to look forward to that world where 
all is durable, real, and ſubſtantial, and that 
- when the ſun himſelf ſhall ceaſe to ſhine, and 
when this earth ſhall flee away flom thy 
preſence, the ſoul of man was made to ſur- 
vive the ruins of the grave, and the wreck 
of the general conflagration, that it ſhall join 
the firſt- born ſons of light in the company of 
the redeemed, in that hymn of general praiſe 
which for ever ſhall aſcend to thy throne. 
Do thou enable us to anticipate thoſe divine 
exerciſes, that our hearts may be here at- 
tuned to the incon-eivable delights which 
the ſouls of the virtuous ſhall partake of in 
yonder world, where vice and rally ſhall 


be known no more. 


F onnm, O thou ſearcher of hearts that 
we ſhould appear before thee with hypocriſy 


and 
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and diſſimulation, but may our hearts be 
upright ; and when notwithſtanding our na- 
tural infirmities we would wiſh to be ſincere, 
whilſt we implore thy forgiveneſs and the 


protection of thy providence, do thou hear 


in heaven, thy dwelling- place, and when 
thou heareſt forgive and accept us: May 
our whole ſouls be devoted to thee, which is 
our moſt reaſonable ſervice: We remember 
that after a few more riſing and ſetting ſuns, 
the places that know us now ſhall know us 
no more, and we ſhall all be mingled toge- 
ther in one common earth, where there is 
no contention, no malice, and no ambition; 
do thou therefore enable us ſo to live the 
life of the righteous, that we may be pre- 
pared to die his death, and that our latter 
end and our future ſtate may be like his : 
may we acquire thoſe diſpoſitions and thoſe 
habits of conduct that will evince us to be 
Chriſtians indeed; may thy mercy be our 
refuge in the hours of diſtreſs, our conſola- 
tion in the agonies of death, and the foun- 


dation of our hope in that awful day when 
thou 
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thou ſhalt judge the ſecrets of our hearts by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Be our ſupport in ſickneſs 
and in health, in proſperity and in adver- 
ſity, in reproach and in applauſe, in diſ- 
appointment and in ſucceſs, in gloom and 
in chearfulneſs. Do thou enable us never 
to forfeit the joys of an approving conſcience, 
ſo ſhall we have the hopes of thy favor, 
which is better than life, at the hour of our 
diſſolution, when we muſt part with our fa- 
vourite projects, with our deareſt friends, 
and with all that we loved in this world, 
and at that hour when the vanities and delu- 
ſions of the world ſhall for ever diſappear, 
do thou grant us thy own preſence to en- 
lighten the dark valley and ſhadow of death; 
O ſupport us in that trying moment by thine 
own conſolations, which the world does not 
know, which the world cannot give, and 


* 2 - which even death itſelf ſhall not be able to 


take away ; then may we have an eaſy tran- 
| ſation from this ſcene of frailty to that world 
where unbounded light, and life, and love, 
and joy, and harmony, and friendſhip, ſhall 

| for 
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for ever reign. We give our hearts, all 
treacherous and deceitful as they are, to thee 
who haſt all hearts in thy hands, that thou 
mayeſt govern them and impreſs them with 
a lively ſenſe of virtue and of goodneſs : hear 
us, O Lord, for his ſake, whom thou heareſt 
always, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, our only 
Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 


ADDRESS 
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EVENING. 


Armicurty Father, by whom we 
were formed for eternity, and called to im- 
mortality, accept of our devouteſt thanks 
for the glorious privileges of our nature 
and of our religion ; bleſſed be thy name 
that we were inſtructed in thoſe grand fun- 
damental and eternal principles of holy liv- 
ing, on which we may be enabled to paſs 
with vigour, with hope, and with joy through 
things temporal to things eternal: bleſſed for 
ever be thy name for the revelation of the 
Son of God, by which the faireſt, the grand- 
eſt truths are diſcovered to the eye of rea- 
fon and of faith; by which the mighty in- 
tereſts of another world are taught to pre- 


vail over the little concerns of this, by which 
we 
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we are enabled to ſubdue the ſnares of a de- 
generate age, by the hopes of a glorious im- 
mortality, to place our faith, our truſt, and 
our confidence in the living God ; to fix our 
divineſt regards on that high and holy por- 
tion which preſents itſelf beyond the grave: 
We thank thee if we have been brought un- 
der the power, the command, and the ma- 
jeſty of faith; if our treaſure is in heaven, 
if our converſation and hearts are there, we 
owe it to the bleſſed religion of the goſpel of 
thy ſon: May his precepts be preſent to our 
minds, may his pattern be the object of our 
contemplation, our admiration and love, and 
may thy friendſhip ſtrengthen, inſpire, and 
invigorate us, amidſt all the oppoſition ariſ- 
ing from the maxims and the manners of a 
corrupted and corrupting age. O accept 
our thanks that we have been enabled to 
place ourſelves under the conduct of the 
great Captain of ſalvation, to take up the 
croſs of Chriſt, and follow his divine lead- 
ing in thoſe paths of true honor and plea- 
ſure, which will terminate in the regions of 
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purity for ever. If we have this day ſeen 
the beauty of faith, the reality of things di- 
vine and eternal; if we have ſeen the ne- 
ceſſity of being governed by thoſe princi- 
pules, O heavenly Father ſuffer them not to 
paſs away from our minds, or if the cares 
of this life and its proſpects, by the debility 
of nature, and the deceit of our hearts, 
ſhould at any time lead us aſtray, tlien may 
theſe contemplations recall us to the right 
path, and carry us on with increaſing perſe- 
verance. 


HEAR, O Lord, the prayers that have 


_ N en offered this day for men of every na- 


tion and name, for our native country and 
all its great intereſts, for our King and all 
his family, for all ranks and degrees of 
men, for the propagation of the goſpel, the 
triumphs of faith and virtue in the lives, 
converſations, and characters of men. O 
merciful Father may we he under the go- 
vernment of Jeſus, may we be united in 


love, cemented by friend{hip, animated by 
faith, 
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faith, adorned by the image of our Sa- 
viour, live in peace, and die in hope of 
thy glory, in hope of ſeeing him who 
has loved us, and given himſelf for us; 
of ſeeing him in all his dignity and glory, in 
all the majeſty of his ſceptre, and in all the 
luſtre of his crown: By theſe contempla- 
tions may we be led forward in the beauti- 
ful and pleaſant path of Chriſtian virtue, 
We pray that thou would pity the afflicted, 
ſtrengthen the weak, heal the ſick, be a fa- 
ther to the fatherleſs, and the widow's God : 
O be a friend to him who has none; and 
may our hearts glow with charity and 
goodneſs: We beſeech thee to lead us 
through life with comfort and ſerenity, and 
through death with peace, and may our eter- 
nity be happy for Chriſt's ſake, Amen. 
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Arm GHTY God, and moſt gracious 
Father, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Father of mercies, the friend of pious 
and upright, of penitent and humble men, 
grant that we may be of the happy and of 
the honoured number, and that amidſt all 
our imperfections, all our guiltineſs, and all 
our nothingneſs in ourſelves, we may be en- 

abled to worſhip thee, who art a ſpirit, in 
ſpirit and in truth, through that name which 
is worthy, though we be unworthy, ſo as 
to entertain the delightful hope of being ac- 
cepted: For this purpoſe we implore thy 
preſence, we implore thy aſſiſtance, we put 
our truſt in God, and we place our faith in 


Jeſus ; through him we approach thy throne 
28 
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as à throne of grace, and in that new and 
living way which thou haſt conſecrated 
through the vail of his fleſh, and by the 
power of his mediation, we humbly hope, 
that thou wilt admit our approach, that 
thou wilt hear our addreſs, that thou wilt 
anſwer our petitions, and ſmile on our 
ſervices. 


We adore the perfections of thy nature; 
thou art wiſe in council and mighty in work, 
thou art good to all, and thy tender mercies 
are over all thy works; thy faithfulneſs is 
unſhaken, thy purity untainted, thy truth 
eternal. We acknowledge the beauty, the 
benignity, the majeſty of thy government; 
we acknowledge all our dependance, with- 
out thee we are nothing, we have nothing, 
we can do nothing. We thank thee for the 
bleſſings of our creation, of our preſervation, 
and all the bleſſings of this life; but above 
all, beyond all, for the bleſſings of our re- 
demption, for thine ineſtimable love in the 
ſalvation of the world by Jeſus Chriſt, thy 

7 Son, 
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Son, our mediator, through whom thou art 
indulging us with the means of grace, and 
reviving us with the hopes of glory; 
through whom thou art raiſing fallen, 
guilty, degenerate, and unhappy 'man, to 
2 better, a nobler, a diviner condition even 
than that of his firſt creation. 


We would not forget to thank thee for all 

the bounties that we enjoy, for the air we 
breath, the food we eat, the raiment we 
put on, the earth we tread, the light we be- 
bold, the rivers of God of which we drink, 
with all the advantages of ſociety, of plea- 
ſure, of friendſhip, with all the ſecurity of 
law, and with all the privileges which as 
men and as Britons we poſſeſs ; but ſtill we 
would raiſe our contemplations higher and 
higher, to that aſtoniſhing ſcheme of re- 
demption, which thou art carrying on by thy 
Son, by thy Spirit, and by thy Providence, 
- from generation to generation, and which 
we would conſider as the foundation of all 
our hopes for time and for eternity: But O 

| maſt 


ADDRESS XI 85 
moſt high and thrice Holy, with what 
contrition and ſorrow ſhould we from theſe 
contemplations, turn to ourſelves and con- 


fider our deep diſorder, ingratitude, inſenſi- 
bility, and 3 | 


His: mercy upon us, have mercy upon 
-us miſerable offenders; and may the grace of 
God, which hath appeared to all men, and 
of which we truſt we have been made 
partakers, teach us, that denying ungodli- 
neſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
world, looking for that bleſſed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : May the love of 
God inſpire us, may the love of Jeſus con- 
ſtrain us, may all the ingenuous, holy and 
heavenly principles of the goſpel, be the 
principles of -our conduct and converſation, 
and may our tempers be moulded into a re- 
ſemblance of the ſpirit of Chriſt: May that 
ſpirit direct us, may thy providence pre- 
ſerye, and thine image adorn us, may thy 
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favor crown us, thy promiſes be our conſo- 


lation here, and thy glory our portion here. 


after. May our profeſſions of religion be 
ſincere, our practice of it conftant, our de- 


pendance on its ſupports entire, our ſenſe of 


our unworthineſs humble and profound, our 
reliance on God unſhaken and eternal. All 


our afflictions be ſanctified, all our comforts 
ſweetened, and all the circumſtances of our 


lives over- ruled for thine honor and our 


ſal vation. 


Wx commend ourſelves to thy care for 
what remains, we caſt our burthens on the 
Lord that he may ſuſtain them, we reſt up- 


on the everlaſting arm that hath ſuſtained us 
-to this hour, and we believe in the everlaſt- 
ing covenant, which is all our ſalvation and 


all our defire : Guide us through darkneſs, 


direct us in difficulties, ſupport us in weak- 
neſs, guard us in danger, defend us from 
our ſpiritual enemies, from the world's 
ſnares, and moſt of all from ourſelves: May 
humility clothe us, wiſdom teach us, truth 


preſerve 
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preſerve us: May the peace of God, which 


paſſeth all underſtanding keep our hearts and 
minds through Chriſt Jeſus. 


AFTER. a life of duty, of ſervice, of ſuf- 
fering according to the will of God, may we 
reſt from our labors, and our works follow 
us into the kingdom of heaven, and there 
be accepted through the merits of our Sa- 
viour. We thank thee for every renewed 
opportunity of worſhipping thee, of improv- 
ing each other, of bettering ourſelves, and 
of doing good.: May we remember that all 
aur opportunities are uncertain, that all our 
days are as a ſhadow, that the Judge ſtand- 
eth at the door, and that we muſt ere long 
give an account of the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good or bad: O 
grant that under theſe impreſſions we may 
act, think, feel, believe] O inſpire us as be- 
comes the candidates of glory, of honor, of 
immortality: And in our laſt hour may we 
be ſupported by the teſtimony of a good con- 

f | ſcience 
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ſcience, by the preſence of thy ſpirit, by the 

conſolations of the goſpel, by the hope that 
is full of immortality. 


 Foxcive the offences of our lives paſt, 
pity the frailties of our fallen nature, enter 
not into judgment with thy ſervants, O 
Lord, for in thy fight no fleſh living ſhall 

be juſtified : Forgive us wherein we fail in 

our attempts to ferve thee in publick or in 
private, and wherein we have endeavoured 
to do ſo at any time, with whatever degree 
of weakneſs, accept; and may the words 
of our mouths and the meditations of our 
hearts be now and evermore acceptable in 
thy fight, O Lord, our ſtrength and our 
only Redeemer : We truſt and hope in thy 
mercy through our Mediator, while we re- 
commend to that mercy in an eſpecial man- 
ner our King, and his Queen, and family, 
the court, the navy and army, the magiſ- 
trates and miniſters of religion, our mer- 
_ Chants and tradeſmen, our navigators and 
. manu- 
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manufacturers, our huſbandmen and day- 
labourers, with the whole body of the peo- 
ple in all their different relations and ſubor- 
dinations. May the goſpel be glorified in 
this nation in a particular manner, may our 
friends be the friends of God, our benefac- 
tors rewarded by his bounty, and our ene- 
mies forgiven by his grace. The poor, the 
friendleſs, the helpleſs, the hopeleſs, the ſick, 
the dying, we commit to thee, O moſt merci- 
ful Father, pity, help, comfort, ſanctify, and 

fave them all. We look up to thee for thy fa- 
vor to us and ours, we caſt our cares on 
thee who haſt cared for us with more than 
a mother's tenderneſs, and more than a 
father's judgment ; be our God for ever 
and ever, and our guide even unto death; 
and after death having joined ourſelves 
to the Lord here in an everlaſting cove- 
nant, may we join ourſelves to him and 
to one another in that perpetual bond of 
holy love, that ſhall admit of no inter- 
ruption or intermiſſion, of no diſturbance, 
decay, 
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decay, or end for ever. We aft it all in 
the name, and through the , mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt our only Saviour and Advo- 
cate with thee, Our Father, &c, 


ADDRESS. 
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EVENING. 


W E confeſs before the thrice Holy that 
in many iniſtances and reſpects we lack wiſ- 
dom, and therefore we would aſk it of God, 
who giveth unto all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not: Many diſorders, many irregu- 
larities we feel in our own breaſts, many 
paſſions and unhallowed affections; but we 
flee from the weakneſs of nature to the 
ſtrength of Jeſus, and aſk of God to make 
us wiſe, pure, peaceable, gentle, meek, eaſy 
to be entreated. We pray that the beauti- 
ful and the celeſtial graces and virtues f 
our divine Redeemer may be tranſplanted 
into our hearts, that like him we may be 
meek and lowly. Bleſſed be thy name for 
that holy love and friendſhip, that filial and 


proper 


/ 


proper regard which thou haſt eſtabliſhed 
amongſt us and our connections: Bleſſed 
be thy name for the peace of God which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, which we truſt 
keeps our minds and hearts through Chriſt 
Jeſus : May our fellowſhip be with the Fa- 
ther and the ſon, and with one another, in 
every thing that is wiſe and praiſe-worthy, 
whilſt we ſtand immoveably fixed againſt 
the vices and ſnares of this evil, diſſipated 
and corrupt age: Give us to join the pru- 
dence of the ſerpent with the innocence of 
the dove. God Almighty bleſs all whom 
we regard, our friends be the friends of 
God, forgive our enemies, and teach us 
from the heart to forgive, and may we learn 
from henceforth to walk only with wiſe 
men that we may be wiſe, and to avoid 
when we can avoid evil communications 
which corrupt good manners. We pray 
that God will viſit the ſick, the afflicted, 
the troubled, the depreſſed, the tempted, 
the dejected, the melancholy, the diſtracted, 
and the dying, with tender mercy. 


[+ OxE 
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[+ Ox friend in particular we wiſh to 
recommend to heaven, beſeeching thee to 
ſend down the ſweeteſt conſolations into her 
afflicted ſoul, and to lay no more upon her 
exhauſted body than ſhe ts able to bear, and 
to teach her to lift her eyes to heaven with 
hope, to fill her heart with holy love, with 
Chriſtian gentleneſs, and with divine praiſe, 
and to receive her departing ſpirit when it 
ſhall be called away, into the boſom of ever- 
laſting bleſſedneſs and glory. ] 


Wx look forward to the days of darkneſs, 
that ſhall be many, with humble awe, and 
we pray that when our hearts fail us, God 
may be the ſtrength of our hearts, and our 
portion for ever: And in the mean while, 
that under all the diſcouragements of life, 
the depreſſions of ſickneſs, the decays of 
age that may approach, under all the immu- 
tability and uncertainty of human things, 


— 


9 EE 
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+ This to be omitted or varied as occaſion requires. 
We 
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ve may be enabled to poſſeſs our ſouls in pa- 
tience and peace; to dart the enlightened eye 
of faith beyond the grave, to, view by holy 
contemplation that glorious country whither 
ve are haſtening, and to rejoice in the trium- 
phant hope that we who have worſhipped to- 
gether in the beauty of holineſs on earth, and 
in the ſpirit of love and charity, ſhall one day 
eſcape from the pleaſure, the pomps, the 
cruelties and abominations, that are around 
us, and join yonder bright and beautiful, 
benevolent, and bleſſed aſſembly of ſaints 
and angels, with whom we ſhall wcrſhip 
and praiſe for ever him that ſitteth on the 
throne, and the Saviour of the world. 


O Lorp God bleſſed be thy name, who | 
haft brought life and immortality to light by 
the goſpel, and haſt revealed the only path 
to heaven, offering at the ſame time that 
power and ftrength of heaven, which are 
neceſſary to ſuſtain and cheer the laboring 
traveller, to ſweeten the ſorrows of huma- 
nity, to ſanctify its joys, and to lead on the 

| humble 
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humble, devout, and charitable believer to 
the perfection of his nature in the kingdom 
of eternity. Bleſſed be thy name who haſt 
taught us to avoid dangers, and preſerved us 
from calamities on the right-hand and on 
the left, and if thou haſt diſpoſed our minds 
to purſue the glorious track that leads to 
the city of God, O ſupport us therein, thou 
Moſt High; Moſt Wiſe do thou direct us; 
Moſt Merciful comfort us; may it be our 
delight to copy the graces and the virtues 
of every good man, may the love of juſtice, 
of devotion, of our neighbour, and of our 
Saviour be the leading principles of our con- 
duct: Deliver us from thoſe that would lead 
us aſtray into the pride of nature on the one 
hand, or into the impiety of hoping with- 
out holineſs to ſee God on the other : May 
we be humble and meek, charitable and 
mild, forgiving and generous, ſelf-denied, 
and ſelf-refigned, diſtruſting our virtue, 
truſting in the grace of Jeſus: Be theſe 
the beautiful diſpoſitions, theſe the happy 
attainments of thy ſervants ; and the nearer 


G we 
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we approach to the center of happineſs and 
perfection, the more may our hearts expand, 
the more may our faith and hope lift us up : 
may the charity of Jeſus ſweeten all our 
tempers, ennoble all our ſentiments, and 
inflame all our hearts with divine love, that 
we may rejoice if we ſee any creature made 
wiſer, better, or happier : Impreſs upon. us, 
we beſeech thee, theſe divine principles, we 
believe they are the gift of a higher power 
than we poſſeſs, we ſeek them from God : 
fend them down from thy heavenly throne, 
and while we exert our reaſon, do thou 
vouchſafe thine inſpiration. 


Wx thank thee for any conſolation that 
we have attained in thy ſervice, and if thou 
haſt beſtowed any favor upon our ſouls, if 
thou haſt heard any prayer of our hearts, if 
thine ear be open to any aſpirations of thy 
humble ſervants, O hear us, anſwer and 
bleſs us, when we cry Lord God of 
mercy, may we live and die in peace: In 
peace with Thee, with our Redeemer, with 

| our 
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our conſcience, and as much as may be, in 
peace with men, loving the beſt, forgiving 
the worſt, and praying that God may have 
mercy upon all : And thou wilt have mercy 
upon them, upon many, upon a multitude, 
upon a countleſs multitude of every kin- 
dred, tongue, and language, whom thou haſt 
redeemed by the blood of thy Son; and it 
is our moſt delightful contemplation that not 
we only, but myriads of myriads of myriads, 
of the race of Adam, ſhall one day ſhine 
with us in everlaſting glory, and encircle thy 
throne rejoicing. 


Foxcive us, O Lord, wherein we have 
ſinned this day, and accept of us in the great 
name and through the prevailing mediation 
of that Redeemer, whom we adore, in whom 
we will truſt and glory living, dying, and 
throughout eternity. Amen. 


* 


E 


At the SACRAMENT. 


i. 


BEFORE RECEIVING. 


WI are now to approach this ſacred or- 
dinance under the great character of be- 
lievers, great indeed is ſuch a character, for 
he that is a believer in deed and in truth, 
will under the influence of the grace that 
made him ſuch, become great in the 
kingdom of God, great in the eye of Jeſus, 
great in- the eſtimation of the Judge of the 
whole world ; and when Kings and Em- 
perors, and all the moſt illuſtrious characters 
found among the ſons and daughters of men, 
as far as this world can render them illuſ- 
trious, ſhall hide their heads (if devoid. of 
true religion) in ſorrow and in ſhame, the 
believer ſhall lift his face in honor and in 


joy, he ſhall one day hear the enrapturing 
| ſound, 
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ſound, come ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world ; ye belieye in 
God, ye believe alſo in me; in my father's 
- houſe are many manſions : Are we then be- 
lievers ? if fo, let us ſolace ourſelves with 
the contemplation of that day, when we who 
now ſurround this table, now proſtrate our 
fouls in the preſence of our Saviour, ſhall 
ſurround the marriage ſupper of the Lamb, 
and be ſeated in the temple of Eternity with 
ſaints and ſeraphims : Why? becauſe we 
were believers, not becauſe we talked learn- 
edly, paraded fluently, or wore a ſolemn 
profeſſion, but becauſe we believed with 
the heart unto righteouſneſs, in the Son of 
God, as the glorious object of our faith, 
the Son of God incarnate, living, ſuffer- 
ing, dying: Dying for the ſins of the world; 
dying for our fins ; riſing again, aſcending 
on high, ſitting at the right hand of God, 
ruling in the empire of truth, goodneſs, 
and righteouſneſs, and coming again to 
bring that kingdom to a final and eternal 

(3 3 conſum- 
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conſummation ! O glorious faith! O di- 


vine conſolations ! O beautiful and bleſſed 
principles of holy living! To confirm us 
in theſe is the purpoſe of this inſtitution, 
To ſtrengthen our faith, to enliven our 


hope, to enlarge our charity, and to exalt 


our devotion. The grand queſtion there- 


fore for us is, Are we governed by the Spirit 


of Chriſt, or are we governed by the ſpirit 
of the worid ? I truſt we can with truth 
and ſeriouſneſs, as in the preſence of the 
great heart-ſearching Divinity, anſwer to 
the former, and then what ſhould hinder 
us from participating at his table, firſt ad- 
dreſſing his tarone, and pen his gra- 
cious aſſiſtance. 


O MERCTrul Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, grant that we may be. belieyers 
in him whom thou haſt ſent, in the great 
principles of his holy religion, and in his 
croſs, obedient to his ſceptre, and . 
by the hope of ſharing in his joy: 
thank thee who haſt 8 theſe M 


objects 
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objects before us, ſo as to poſſeſs our heart 
with their influence; we thank thee who 
haſt ſhewn us the divinity of religion, and 
the reality of eternal things: May we pro- 
feſs our faith and regards to thee in a manner 
at this time ſincere and acceptable; and may 
thoſe things that the world does not value, 
becauſe the world does not underſtand, be 
to us ſources of the pureſt pl aſure, of the 
ſweeteſt conſolation, and of the higheſt im- 
provement : Under the ſhadow, under the 
banner of our Saviour may we fit with great 
delight, under his conduct and power may 
we fight with glorious ſucceſs, under his 
guardianſhip may we pals through life and 
death to his everlaſting kingdom; and to 
prepare us for it, may the duty we are now 
to be engaged in be followed with a bleſ- 

ling: We aſk all for Chriſt's ſake, Amen, 


We are informed by the new teſta. 
ment that the ſame night in which Jeſus 
was betrayed he took bread, and having 
broken it, and given thanks, he gave it to 


84 | his 
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his diſciples, ſaying, take, eat, this is my 
body broken for you, this do in remem- 
brance of me: And this will we do in re- 
membrance of thee, thou beſt friend, thou 
greateſt deliverer, thou whonrit is the glory 
of ſaints and ſeraphims to admire : Lord we 
will do this in remembrance of thee, in 
humble hope that thou wilt remember us 
in our laſt hour, and when thou comeſt to 
judgment : O be thou our Saviour and our 
Friend in that awful conjuncture! God 
forbid that we ſhould glory fave in the croſs 
of Chriſt, for Chriſt crucified is the wiſ- 
dom of God, and the power of God to 
falvation : And this is the object held forth 
to our faith at this time : O happy faith, 
whoſe enlightened eye beholds the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of men ! We would 
behold and admire the love of that Saviour, 
who will be our friend, and our brother, 
and our deliverer for ever, 


BenoLD the Son of God, behold the 
Saviovr of men, behold the Chief of ten 
thouſands, 
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thouſands, and the altogeth r Lovely: Our 

Lord and our God, is the language of our 

ſouls : We will take his yoke on us which 
is eaſy, and his burthen which is light. 


Wx are further informed by the New 
Teſtament that after ſupper Jeſus took the 
cup, the cup of the new Teſtament in his 
blood ſhed for the remiſſion of the fins of 
many, and he faid drink ye all of this: 
Drink, yea drink abundantly, O beloved of 
the moſt high God, drink all ye that are 
believers in my. name; Lord we believe, 
help thou our unbelief ; let others believe 
in the world, in its pleaſures and profits, 
its delights and dignities, its promiſes and 
hopes: Let us believe in thee, thou will 
never fail us; the world will diſappoint, 
will deſert, and forſake for ever its votaries, 
but thy followers ſhall triumph, and they 
that truſt in thee ſhall never be confounded. 
May we all that drink of this cup find our 


hopes exalted, and our joys increaſed in 


him, whom having not ſeen we Jove, in 
whom 
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whom believing we rejoice : For whom is 
there in heaven but thee O Lord, and there 
is none upon earth we would defire in com- 
pariſon of thee. Thy command is, be- 
hold the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the ſins of the world; may we ſo behold as 
to admire and adore : We deſire to aſcribe 
glory, and honor, and bleſſing, and power 
to him that ſitteth on the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever, 


SURELY nothing leſs than eternity can 
explain the felicity and the glory of this 
oreat character which we now take on our- 
ſelves, the followers of Jeſus! children of 
the living God ! heirs and expectants of an 
eternal crown | then we ſhall be believers 
no more, but ſaints ; bleſſed, glorious, ho- 
nored and immortal; for then faith ſhall 
ceaſe, hope ſhall be at an end, and love and 
charity ſhall be all in all: Then adieu ſha- 
dows and ordinances, farewell means of 
grace and inſtruments of ſalvation, for then 


falvation itſelf will be come, happineſs will 
| 15 
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be conſummated, and eternity fill up the 
ſcene: Then ſhall we know in perfection 
what we now believe; then ſhall we ice and 
feel that Jeſus is able to keep that which we 
have committed to him until the day of 
compleat redemption ; then ſhall we fully 
underſtand the glory of divine principle, and 
perhaps recolle& this hour paſſed at the 
Lord's table, with the other opportunities 
of grace, and the circles of friendſhip, bleſ- 
ſing the ſaving- power that prevailed upon 
us to ſet our hands to this covenant, and to 
give ourſelves to this Saviour, to profeſs 
ourſelves his followers, and to give this 
publick teſtimony to the truth, and glory, 
and felicity of a religious life: Then ſhall 
ue recollect with holy rapture, that God 
gave us grace not to be aſhamed of religion, 
and bleſſed be God, we hope our religion is 
not a religion or ſhew, and we pray it may 
be modeſt yet noble, calm yet powerful; 
may our converſation be humble and hea- 
venly; yes, let our friends and intimates 
witneſs that we are Chriſtians : Let angels 
| lee 


108 ADDRESS XI. 


ſee that we were ſincere when we promiſed 
to be thy ſervants for ever. O bleſſed An- 
gels behold our homage, witneſs our charac- 
ter now; and when we are introduced to 
that great white throne, before which we 
muſt ere long appear, then atteſt ye bleſſed 
and benevolent beings, then atteſt that this 
day we ſet our hands to this great covenant : 
May we live and die within its boſom, and 
be able to ſay with thine ancient ſervant, he 
hath made with us an everlaſting covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure, this is all our 
falvation and all our deſire: Lift upon us O 
Lord, the light of thy countenance, and 
that ſhall put gladneſs in our hearts, above 
what the world can ever enjoy, when its 
corn and wine abound : And when we re- 
tire from this place to worſhip in the family, 
or to pray in the cloſet, we will renew this 
covenant, we will review the tranſactions of 
tis hour, we will ſay to our ſouls, we are 
Chriſtians, we are believers, we are devoted 
perſons, we are conſecrated creatures, we 
have taken Jeſus for our Saviour, our Vaſ- 

ter, 
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ter, our All! We muſt never deny him, 
never forſake him; and if through the 
weakneſs of nature, the deceitfulneſs of our 


hearts, the vanity of the world, or the trea- 


chery of our beſt reſolves, we ſhould ſome- 


times be ready to fall; if our feet ſhould 
ſometimes ſlide, and be well nigh gone ; 


then may we be enabled to call in the great 


principles of faith, the glorious convictions 
and perſuaſions that God has impreſſed up- 
on our minds in their beſt hours, the ex- 
amples of our friends, relations, and com- 
panions, now in eternity, as well as that 
of thoſe which remain; to call in the exam- 
ple of the amiable companion of our lives, 
the ſweet ſiſter of our ſouls, the virtuous bro- 
ther of our hearts, our good mothers, our 
pious fathers, and our venerable guardians: 
Thus may we be preſerved day by day from 


evil, and bring forth the fruits of righteouſ- 


neſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt to the glory 
and praiſe of God; fruits that ſhall at laſt 
bloom in the paradiſe of eternity, “ faſt by 


the throne of God, from which flow ri- 
vers 
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vers of living water: Of thoſe rivers may 
we and our friends, and the lovers of hu- 
manity drink for ever. O bleſſed eternity 
and beautiful communion ! O gracious Re- 
deemer of a loſt race; O benevolent Fa- 
ther of us all! O divine religion, and Chriſ- 
tian Faith ! be ye the objects of our con- 
templation and our joy, living and dying, 
Amen. 


AFTER RECEIVING. 


We will worſhip the living God who 
giveth us all things richly to enjoy pertain- 
ing to life and godlineſs, who gives alſo the 
beſt gifts, his Son, his Spirit, his Heaven, 
all in happy connection: We will rejoice 
in theſe proſpects, we will glory in this 
faith: We thank the providence that brought 
us hither, while millions of mankind are 
bowing before ſtocks and ſtones, or worſhip- 
ing the ſun, the moon, the ſtars, and the 


hoſt of heaven, we are worſhipping the only 
living 
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living and true God, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom to know is life eternal : As our lots, 
were caſt in this land of life, as our ſouls 
were brought into this covenant of love ; 
may we be everlaſting monuments of grati- 
tude and praiſe! May our faith be that 
which belongs to true Chriſtians, a faith 
working by love, purifying the heart and 
overcoming the world, and may we live and 
die under its influence, ſtrengthened to duty, 
armed for trial, defended againſt temptation, 
fortified againſt the terrors of the grave, and 
elevated by the hope that is full of immor- 
tality. Vouchfafe O Lord, to bleſs all theſe 
communicants, all our fellow-worſhippers, 
and the whole church of Chriſt. May re- 
ligion in its genuine power and divinity uni- 
verſally prevail : Prote& and guide us by 
thy wiſdom, guard us by thine arm, and 
bring us to thy glory: After a life of faith, 
hope, joy, charity, and univerſal goodneſs, 
to die may it be gain, when faith ſhall be 
turned into viſion, hope into enjoyment, 
and charity, the love of God, of Jeſus, 
of 
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of ſaints, and of angels, ſhall be all in all 
through a boundleſs eternity : There may 
we and all our friends and relatives, and 
theſe our fellow-communicants, meet with 
that innumerable company which no man 
can number ; there may we all worſhip and 
conſpire in the immortal and everlaſting 
praiſes of him that ſitteth on the throne, and 
of the Lamb of God, who was ſlain to 
take away the fins of the world. Amen. 
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MORNING. 

Ix the midſt of all the dangers, diſtreſſes, 
and vexationsof life, what comfort and joy for 
us thy ſervants, O Lord, to lift up our hearts 
to that throne of thine, where mercy ſits ſu- 
preme and immortal, for ever ready to ſmile 
upon thine humble worſhippers, and to ſend 
forth thoſe conſolationsintothecontriteheart, 
the broken ſpirit, and the troubied breaſt, 
which this ſtate of frailty and affliction re- 
quires. O what ſhall we render, what 
can we render for thoſe pleaſures that flow 
from religion, for thoſe rivers of pleaſure 
that flow from thy right-hand for evermore, 
for the tranſporting hopes of the goſpel of 
Jeſus, who lived and died, and roſe again, 
and aſcended on high, and fat down on the 

H | right- 
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right-hand of the Majeſty above, that he 
might purchaſe and prepare eternal manſions 
ol purity and peace, for all his faithful fol- 
lowers through this vale of trial. Bleſſed 
for ever be the name of our Saviour, and 
our God, that though in this world we have 
tribulation, yet in thee we have peace, 
and that though our path to everlaſting 
glory is an arduous way, through a thou- 
fand difficulties, and a thouſand deaths, yet 
even in the mean time, it is ſtrewed with 
ten thouſand ſatisfactions, ſatisfactions which 
are taſted by the pious and the wiſe : May 
we be of that happy number, and then 
whatever hath befallen, or ſhall befall us, 
we have reaſon to believe ſhalt work toge- 
ther for our good, for our advancement in 
the way that leads. to heaven, that leads to 
eternal repoſe, perfection and happineſs. 


Wr rejoice in the preſent opportunity 
of liſting the eye of faith, the hand of prayer, 
© and the ſoul of hope, on high to where our 


God and our Saviour live and reign: we 
| x | thank 
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thank thee far the bright, the beautiful pro- 
ſpects of ſalvation through Chriſt Jeſus, 
which thou haſt opened to man in the 
midſt of all his guilt; that though he hath 
deſtroyed himſelf, yet in thee his help hath 


been found: That though he hath plunged 


himſelf in the abyſs of depravity, of debaſe- 
ment, and of diſtreſs, yet one mighty to 
ſave hath appeared in the world, to raiſe 
him up, to raiſe him higher than even the 
elevation from whence he fell : O moſt mer- 
ciful God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſuffer us never to know the miſery 
of falling ſhort of ſuch great ſalvation ; let 
us not reject the counſel of God againſt our- 
ſelves, let us not reckon ourſelves unwor- 
thy of eternal life, let us not offer a deaf. 
ear to the charming, to the exciting voice 
of wiſdom, that calls us from vanity and 
folly to the blisful path which leads up to 
purity and joy: Let us not be inſenſible of 
the wondrous ways through which thy pro- 
vidence hath led us; the influences which 
thy ſpirit hath afforded ; thy merciful pro- 
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proceedings towards us; we would caſt the 
eye of admiring recollection on the paſt, and 
from thy goodneſs would learn to truſt for 
the future that arm which is not ſhortened 
that it cannot ſave, and that ear which is 
not heavy that it cannot hear; we would 
learn more and more the glorious art. of 
pouring out the full foul into the paternal 
boſom of him that made us; and from 
prayer, and praiſe, and contemplation, and 
thy holy word, which ſhould be the joy 
and the ſong of thy ſervants through every 

age, we would derive internal complacence 
and peace, amidſt all the hardſhips which 
we can meet in this pilgrimage of mortality; 
ſuffer us never to forget what and where 
we are, but to remember, that here we have 
no continuing city of abode, and that all af- 
fictions are intended by unerring wiſdom to 
remind us of the condition of life, of the 
uncertainty and unſatisfactory nature of all 
its pleaſures and purſuits, and to point us 
to that peaceful, that bright region, where 
the ſpirits of juſt men and women are made 
pertect, 


! 
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perfect, and where thoſe who have delighted 
in the ways of wiſdom and piety, ſhall re- 
aſſemble to part no more. 


To begin theſe delightful occupations, to 
reliſh theſe ſublime entertainments, which 
will employ us for ever, to perform the part 
which thou haſt aſſigned us, to ſuſtain the 
ſorrows which thou haſt appointed, to ſub- 
due the temptations with which we are ſur- 
rounded, and to look to Jeſus the Author and 
Finiſher of our faith: Be this our ſtudy, 
our attainment, and our joy. 


GuiDe us through what remains of this 
dark and dreary path of humanity, we know 
not what one day can or may bring forth, 
but we know that thou liveſt and reigneſt 
for ever and ever; and that though many 
are the afflictions of the juſt, yet righteouſ- 
neſs and judgment are the habitation of thy 
ſeat, and mercy and truth go before thy 
face: and that the day is approaching when 
cyery cloud and every ſhadow ſhall flee away, 
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and all ſhall be one extenſive and one im- 
mortal empire of light, and love, and ſeli- 
city amongſt ſaints and ſeraphims : Sup- 
ported by theſe conſiderations, may we poſ- 
ſeſs our ſouls in patience, preſerve our tem- 
pers in chearfulneſs ; may our deportment 
be ſweetened with all the meekneſs of wiſ- 
dom, and our ſpirits be moulded into the 
image of Jeſus, of him who is aſcended, of 
him who ſhall come again, with whom we 
| with to live for ever, and who hath given 
us the boldneſs thus to vent our wiſhes in 
the preſence of his Father, and of our Fa- 
ther, of his God, and of our God: And 
when the laſt inevitable hour arrives, to us 
be it welcome, no hour of terror, of con- 
ſternation or amazement, but the liappy, 
honored and tranſporting hour when we 
ſhall exchange this. ſcene of vanity and 
frailty, for that world where frailty and va- 
nity cannot enter. 


DELIGHTED with theſe contemplations, 


and inflamed by all the divine charities that 
contem- 
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contemplations like theſe are calculated to 
inſpire, we would addreſs the throne of the 
Univerſal Father, not for ourſelves alone, 
but for all the children of mankind, pray- 
ing that they may become the children of 
God by regeneration and adoption, and 
heirs of the everlaſting kingdom : May the 
divine religion of Chriſt be propagated overs 
the face of the habitable earth, and where- 
ever it is profeſſed, may it bring forth all 
the glorious fruits of peace and good will; 
may thoſe who name the name of Chriſt 
depart from iniquity ; may the goſpel 
where it is preached have free courſe, and 
be glorified in the converſion of ſinners, in 
the eſtabliſhment of ſaints, and in the tri- 
umph of peace and goodneſs, and truth. Our 
native land, with all its important concerns 
and connections, both at home and abroad, 
we would recommend to the protection of 
that great Ruler amongſt the nations, by 
whoſe grace and goodneſs this land has been 
ſo often diſtinguiſhed, in the glorious things 
which. thou haſt wrought for us, and in the 
H 4 noble 
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noble privileges with which thou haſt fa. 
voured us: O Lord, pour down thy bleſ- 
ſings, and thy divineſt conſolations into the 
heart of thy ſervant and our ſovereign King 
George, to ſupport him under thoſe diſtreſ- 
ſes which may at any time affect him, and 
direct him from day to day in that danger- 
ous ſituation in which he is placed: May 
wiſe, faithful, and honeſt men, too honeſt to 
betray the intereſts of their country, and too 
brave to be turned aſide from the glorious 
cauſe of ſaving this nation, always ſtand be. 
fore him; or if there were any found amongſt 
the King's counſellors, that would ſacrifice 
to the Juſt of power, or the love of gold, 
thoſe great intereſts which are intruſted in 
their hands, moſt great and glorious. Go- 
vernor of this world, may their deſigns be 
diſcovered, and may publick zeal and pri- 
vate integrity reign and flouriſh. "The Queen 
and her children, together with the people 
at large, and the miniſters of the goſpel we 
commend to thy care: Command thy be- 
nediction on this ſociety, and on all the ſo- 
| cietics 
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cieties that call on thy name: To ſerve the 
Lord with our whole hearts be this our- 
reſolution and our uninterrupted practice: 

Aid our feeble endeavours, pardon our nu- 
merous offences, ſpeak peace to our con- 
ſciences, pour in the oil of joy and glad- 
neſs, accept our united thanks for thine un- 
deſerved mercies ; let our lips and lives be 
gratitude and praiſe, and may we now and 
ever find thine acceptance and favor, not 
| becauſe we dare claim them through any 
righteouſneſs of ours, but only through the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour 
and Advocate with thee, Our Father, &c. 
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FarRER of ſpirits, and Fountain of 
univerſal happineſs, whoſe amazing preſence 
fills immenſity, and whoſe greatneſs com- 
mands univerſal adoration ; we addreſs thee 
as the Omnipotent Governor of the uni- 
verſe, in whom all majeſty is for ever cen- 
tered, and from whom all preferment com- 
eth! Heaven is thy throne, and the earth 
is thy footſtool ; all the beauty and magni- 
ficence we behold is the product of thy 
power, all the felicity that is felt through 
univerſal nature, is the effect of thine in- 
ſpiration: Thine arm firſt ſuſpended the 
globe upon nothing, thine energy ſupports 
the pillars of nature, thy preſence animates 


the whole compaſs of Creation] To the 
footſtool 
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footſtool of greatneſs like thine, we would 
ever come with the deepeſt humility and ve- 
neration : Teach us to raiſe our thoughts 
above the world, while with devotion the 
moſt ſolema and pure we draw nigh to the 
throne of the living God, and attempt to 
commune with the Moſt High ! We enter 
thy preſence under the cleareſt conviction, 
that it is our indiſpenſable and everlaſting 
duty to worſhip and bow down before thee; 
thine hands have formed us and not we our- 
ſelves, we are the ſheep of thy paſture, and 
the people of thy care ; we preſent to thee 
our ſolemn and united gratitude for that 
breath of life, which thine inſpiration has 
given, and which thy continued energy ſup- 
ports; for theſe curious bodies which thine 
hand has formed, and for all thoſe various 
affections and feelings which infpire our 
frame, and conduce ſo much to the happi- 
neſs of human life ; but more eſpecially for 
thoſe noble and immortal powers of mind, 
by which we are enabled to diſcern between 

good and evil, to contemplate the beauty 


and 
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and the majeſty of everlaſting truth, to adore 
the perfections of Almighty God, and in 
ſome faint degree to reſemble thine eternal 
purity and goodneſs. To thee we are in- 
debted, thou great Parent of benevolence, 
we preſent our gratitnde to thee, for all 
thoſe aids which have ſuſtained us in the 
path of duty, for all the benefits which flow 
from a liberal and virtuous education, for 
the wiſe expoſtulations of friendſhip, and for 
the reſpectable and amiable affections of vir- 
tue, with which we have been ſurrounded : 
For that liberty of conſcience, by which we 
may aſſemble to worſhip thee according to 
the dictates of our minds, and for the innu- 
merable opportunities, with which we are 
favored, of eſtabliſhing our piety, and ani- 
mating our charity, by engaging with our 
Chriſtian brethren in worſhipping the God 
and Father of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, We bleſs thy name for that excel- 
lent ſyſtem of faith and practice which Chriſ- 
tianity contains, and for that firm and im- 

moveable foundation on which it ſtands ; 


Glory 
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Glory to God in the higheſt for the death 
and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe 
triumph over the grave, we read the ſacred 
dignity and the high deſtination of our 
nature, 


CRowNED With theſe diſtinguiſhed ad- 
vantages, we pray with all the ſolemnity 
and fervor of which we are capable, that we 
may ever be ſolicitous to improve them to 
| our own honor and happineſs : Let us not 
contemplate that proſpect of glory, honor, 
and immortality, which Chriſtianity opens 
upon us, with ſtupid languor and inactivity; 
but may it inſpire us with alacrity and ar- 
dour in the path of duty, and may it ex- 
cite within us noble, manly, and generous 
ſentiments ; may it raiſe us above all the 
levity and vanity of mortal life, conduct us 
with dignity through ſcenes of ſuffering, 
and inſpire us with magnanimity and zeal 
in that fearful hour, when heart and 


fleſh ſhall for ever fail. Let us not look 


into that volume which contains our moſt 
holy 
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holy religion, and read its beautiful paſſages, 
with tranſient ſenſibility, or with cool ad- 
miration, but may its exalted ſentiments be 
written upon our hearts; teach us to breathe 
| its elevated ſpirit, and to reduce to practice 
all the excellent rules which it contains: 
Thus may we adorn the goſpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt, thus may we approve ourſelves faith- 
ful diſciples, that need not be aſnamed when 
their maſter ſhall appear. | 


ALMIGHTY God, Father of our ſpirits, 
and the Diſpoſer of all events, we commend 
ourſelves to thy providential care for every 
future hour of life; wherever we are, may 
we never loſe the conſciouſneſs of thy pre- 

ſence and protection: In the midſt of all the 
vexations and diſappointments of mortal life, 
may our ſpirits be ftayed in perfect peace 
upon God, as long as we ſhall continue in 
this ſtate of probation : Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from all evil: 
Let not the pleaſures and blandiſhments of 
fin be able to ſeduce us from the path of 
duty, 
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duty, but may we reſiſt every temptation 
with ſpirit and reſolution, and in every con- 
fi&, through Chriſt ſtrengthening us, may 
we come off conquerors, and more than 
conquerors : And in that ſolemn hour when 
we ſhall paſs through the dark valley and 
ſhadow of death, where no power but thine 
can ſupport our failing ſpirits, when no con- 


ſolations but thine can keep us from the 


depths of deſpair, then may the Lord God 
Omnipotent be with us, and his rod and his 
ſtaff comfort us; and may our departing 
ſpirits be admitted into the regions of im- 
mortal purity and joy. 


Aluichry and Univerſal Parent, we 
would pray for all our fellow-creatures in 
every earth of the globe; may the whole 
earth be enlightened with the beams of 
everlaſting truth, may every diſpoſition 
flouriſh upon earth that can ennoble hu- 
man nature, and promote the happineſs of 
| fociety: May liberty of conſcience and 
freedom of enquiry be univerſally known : 

7 Let 
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Let all bigotry, prejudice, party ſpirit and 
pride, be entirely and for ever baniſhed from 
the Chriſtian churches : May all the honeſt 
worſhippers of God join hand in hand, and 
heart in heart, and go to the houſe of God 
in company : We pray for all that are af- 
flicted, whether in body or in mind; thou 
art the only healer of diſeaſes, and thou 
only canſt bind up the broken heart : Pity 
the friendleſs, the forſaken, the widow and 
the orphan ; we pray for kind ſupport in 
every ſcene of ſorrow, and a virtuous im- 
provement of every calamity. 


ALMICHTY God, the Guardian and the 
Governor of the whole earth, we pray that 
our native country may long continue to be 
the object of thy favor: May the King 
joy in thy ſtrength, and in thy ſalvation 
may he rejoice for ever: Do thou ſtand 
near his throne, and eſtabliſh it in righteouſ- 
| neſs; be thou his counſellor in the midſt of 
the weighty cares of his ſtate, be thou his 


friend in the midſt of the falſe profeſſions 
of 
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of friendſhip with which he may be at any 
time ſurrounded. May the Queen and the 
royal family be the objects of thy paternal 
care: May thoſe that rule the ſtate be actu- 
ated by the pureſt integrity, enable them to 
form the cleareſt and moſt comprehenſive 
ſchemes, and may all their wiſe and virtu- 
ous meaſures be accompanied by the bleſſing 
of Almighty God. Pour forth a ſpirit of 
honeſt repentance and reformation upon all 
claſſes of men ; may they all practice that 


righteouſneſs which alone exalteth a nation; 


and under the influence of private and pub- 
lick virtue for many ſucceſſive years, may 
we continue to draw down thy bleſſing. 
Bleſs all the miniſters of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel, and may all their honeſt and upright 
labours in the cauſe of Chriſtian charity 
be accompanied with ſucceſs. Hear us, O 
thou that heareſt prayer, in theſe. our im- 
perfect and unworthy petitions, for the ſake 
of that mercy declared to mankind by Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord ; as his diſciples we now ad- 
I dreſs 
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dreſs thee, m his goſpel we place our con- 
fidence and truſt; and in his name we af- 
cribe unto thee, glory, and honor, bleſſing 
and power, for evermore. Amen. 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS XV. 


MORNING. 


| Tu OU art our God and we will praiſe thee, 


our fathers God and we will cxalt thee. O 
Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth. Becauſe of the excellence of thy 
loving kindneſs, the ſons of men put their 


truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings; for 


there is no peace but in covenant with thee, 
no ſolid comfort but in thy favor, no real 
happineſs but in the light of thy counte- 
nance. Thou art the Father of our ſpirits, 
the ſtrength of our hearts, the portion of our 


ſouls, and the length of our days; our com- 


forter in affliction, our friend in miſery, our 
light in darkneſs, and our guide in diffi- 
culty, Whom have we in heaven but thee, 


and what is there in earth or heaven we can 


I 2 deſire 


A 
1 
* 


* 
_" 
— * 


Cad 


— - 2 0 —_ - T. 3 hed 
— os — EE 5" av . - 
DI ED ER ET AS Re ow. 1:7. 2x... 8 


1322 ADDRESS XV. 


deſire beſide thee. Becauſe thy loving kind- 
neſs is better than life, our lips ſhall give 
thee praiſe ; we will bleſs thee while we live, 
and lift up our hands in thy name. Our ſouls 
ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, 
and our mouths ſhall praiſe thee with joyful 
lips ; for thou art our refuge in the time of 
trouble, our ſtrong hold in whom alone we 
will truſt. Haſt thou not forgiven all our 
iniquities, healed all our diſeaſes, redeemed our 
lives from death, and crowned us with loving 
kindnefſes and tender mercies, brought us 
out of an horrible pit, and out of the miry 
clay, ſet our feet upon a rock, eſtabliſhed our 
goings, and put a new fong in our mouths : 
Salvation to our God who ſitteth upon the 
throne, Amen: Bleſſing, and glory, and 
wiſdom, and thankſgiving, and honor, and 
power, and might, be unto our God for ever 
and ever. | 


 Bxcavuss we have made the Lord our re- 
fuge, and the Moſt High our habitation, no 


evil can befal us, neither can any plague 
| come 
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me nigh our dwelling. We will not be 
afraid for the terror by night, nor for the ar- 
row that flieth by day, for the peſtilence that 
walketh in darkneſs, or the deſtruction that 
waſteth at noon- day: Surely then it is good 
for us to draw near unto thee, to ſhew forth 
thy loving kindneſs in the morning, and thy 
faithfulneſs every night ; for thou wilt be 
our guide even unto death, thou wilt lead 
us by thy counſel, and afterwards receive us 
to glory. Whatever ſhould be our lot 
in life, however comfortleſs and deſtitute, 
yet will we rejoice in the Lord, and joy in 
the God of our falvation ; for thou art a 
ſun and a ſhield, thou giveſt grace and glory, 
and no good thing wilt thou withhold from 


them that walk uprightly. 


We praiſe thee for the continued commu- 
nication of ſo much unmerited favour, of 
ſo many unexpected bleſſings: We praiſe 
thee for what meaſure of health and ſtrength 
we enjoy, for the night and morning's mercy, 


and for the ſeaſonable ſupply of all our wants. 
1 We 


n 


J 


134 ADDRESS XV. 

We praiſe thee for thy unwearied attention 
to our concerns, for all the bounties of 
nature, and all the gifts of providence : We 
praiſe thee for our preſent poſſeſſions and our 
future expectations, for the life that now is, 
and that which is to come : We praiſe thee 
for all thoſe powers with which thou haſt en- 
dowed our minds, and all thoſe feelings 
with which thou haſt repleniſhed our hearts, 
for the hopes thou haſt inſpired, the diſco- 
veries thou haſt made, the promiſes thou haſt 
given, and the privileges thou haſt vouch- 

ſafed. 


THis is that day which thou haſt conſe- 
crated and ſet apart for thy worſhip, as an 
emblem of that everlaſting reſt which remain- 
eth for thy people : Thou haſt moreover 
magnified the ſabbath and made it honour- 
able by that memorable event from which it 
has its name; that the very time we employ 
in the public and ſocial profeſſion of our 
faith, may remind us of the capital evidence 
on which it reſts. We would join the whole 

Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian world in celebrating the triumph 
of a riſen and exalted Saviour, and rejoice 
together in that he who was once dead, is 
now alive, and liveth for evermore, and hath 
the keys of hell and of death. May the life 
we now live in the fleſh be a life of faith on 
the Son of God, a conſtant looking out for 
that bleſſed hope, the appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour, who ſhall change theſe 
vile bodies that they may be faſhioned and 
made like unto his own glorious body. 


AccErr O Lord our united acknowledg- 
ments for the opportunities we have of wor- 
ſhipping thee in thy holy temple. * Forgive 
the wanderings of our hearts before thee, 
ſeal inſtruction on our minds, and realize it 
in our lives. Aſſiſt us as we are to be en- 
gaged in thy ſervice; O that the power of the 
Lord were preſent to heal us; we come into 
thy houſe in the multitude of thy mercies, 
and worſhip in thy fear towards thy temple : 
fill our ſouls with a ſenſe of thy preſence, 


and animate our devotion with the influ- 
I 4 ence 
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| ence of thy ſpirit: Breathe upon us the 


brearh of life, and awaken our attention to 
the voice of thy goſpel : Without thee we 
can do nothing, and without thy bleſſing all 
we do is worle than nothing ; make the 
preaching of thy word ſucceſsful, and thy 
people willing in the day of thy power : Our 
waiting eyes are towards thee: Deny us not 
the aids of thy grace, ſtrengthen us with all 
ſtrength inthe inner man, and uphold us with 
the right-hand of thy righteouſneſs ; hear us 
in heaven thy dwelling place, and do for us 
far beyond what we can aſk or think, for 
his ſake whom thou heareſt always. Ames. 
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* 


EVENING. 


Ty OU O Lord art the God of heaven 


and earth, to thee do we approach who art 
the length of our days, and the ſource of all 
our happineſs, our Father, our Friend, and 
our eternal Reward : We pray, that as we 
are now in a ſtate of trial and improvement 
for another world, it may be our firſt care, 
and our higheſt ambition to eſcape from 
every erroneous opinion, and every vicious 
habit: And if at any time we have been 
ſubdued by any thing which might degrade 
our natures, and allure us from the path 
of happineſs, which is the only path of tran- 
quility, O enable us by thy grace to act 
better for the future: Do thou ſhew us, O 
Lord, the lovelineſs of virtue, and let us be- 
come her votaries for ever. Give us to 
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know the dignity of our origin, our glorious 
deſtination, that we were made to riſe above 
the wants of life, and to ſhine for ever in 
the higheſt degrees of perfection and bliſs, 
that natures like ours can attain : And let us 
here begin by thy grace to be qualified for 
thoſe nobler joys ; let our hearts be more and 
more directed thither, and let all thoſe who 
truſt in thee be of good courage : Do thou 
prepare us, O God, for the hour of death, 


that hour from which neither riches, know- 


ledge, or fame, nor even the ſweeteſt en- 
dearments of our kindeſt friends w1ll be able 
to reſcue us : In that awful and inevitable 
hour, do thou aid us with thy ſpirit, attract 


us with thy wiſdom, and cheer us with thy 


conſolations: We will hope in that mercy 
for the time to come, which we have ſo 


largely experienced for the time paſt, for we 


know that through all the regions of thy 
works, we cannot go where thy preſence 
will not ſurround us and ſuſtain us, and 
ſmile upon us, if we be the followers of that 


We 
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We recommend to thy favor all our fel- 
low - creatures of whatever country, of what- 
ever denomination: Let thoſe now ſur- 
rounded by the miſts of darkneſs be viſited 
by the glorious light of the goſpel: Be thou 
the God of theſe lands, crown the King 
with every Chriſtian and royal virtue that 
can adorn his exalted ſtation ; let the land 
proſper : Thine arm, O Almighty God, 
has often been extended for its protection 
and defence, on that we ſtill rely as its 
ſureſt guard; let us flouriſh before thee as a 
nation, in laws, in liberties, in religion, in 
peace, in plenty, in arts and in arms: Bleſs 
all our magiſtrates and all thy miniſters 
every where: Be the God of our friends 
wherever they are, and may they always be 
ſurrounded by the wings of almighty love. 
Pity our frailties, pardon our deviations from 
thy holy laws, cauſe the light of thy coun- 


tenance to ſmile upon us, and we ſhall be 


Whole; give us thy peace to comfort us, 


and we aſk no more: Through all the. 


changes of life we will hope in thy name, 


and 
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and when death comes we will obey the 
ſummons with confidence and alacrity, hop- 
ing to join the firſt-born ſons of light, and 
to praiſe thee in the ſublimeſt ſtrains with 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, where 
charity is the bond which ſhall unite us, 
truth the ſun which ſhall enlighten us, and 
eternity the meaſure which ſhall bound our 


duration. We intreat thy protection through 


this night, and thy preſervation and bleſſing 
through all the days and nights of our lives, 
and accept of us now and evermore, through 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour and 
Advocate, in whoſe name, and as whoſe 
diſciples we call upon thee, Our Father, 
Sc. : 
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MORNIN G. 


ALMIGHTY and Eternal God, the 
former of our bodies, the Father of our 
ſpirits, and the Fountain of all our happi- 
neſs; we would draw nigh to the footſtool 
of thy throne with all that humility and ve- 
neration, which greatneſs like thine can in- 
ſpire in minds like ours | Whatever of ve- 
nerable or amiable our ideas can reach, we 
aſcribe with united voice to the great Being 
we adore : But how ſhall man ſet forth the 
praiſes of his Maker, our ſublimeſt aſcrip- 
tions are debaſing; even the ſpirits that are 
near thee are loſt in wonder, and unable to 
fet forth thy moſt worthy praiſe : yet the 
voice that ariſes from the duſt thou doſt 
not diſdain to hear; thou wilt accept the 


humble efforts of humanity, as well as the 
| more 
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more exalted ſervices of angels: Although 
thou art the High and Lofty One, which 
inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is. holy, 
who dwelleſt in the high and the lofty place, 


yet even to this man wilt thou look, ang 


with this man thou alſo wilt dwell, who is 
of an humble and contrite ſpirit, for thou 
wilt revive the ſpirits of the contrite. Ani- 
mated by this hope of divine acceptance, we 
preſent our praiſes and petitions at thy foot- 
ſtool ; we defire to worſhip thee the Father 
of ſpirits, in ſpirit and in truth, and to en- 
ter thy preſence in the exerciſe of. all thoſe 
ſentiments and affections which thy charac- 
ter is calculated to inſpire. 


O Tuou who art the Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord God Almighty, who is, and who was, 
and who is to come; when we conſider thy 
ſpotleſs and perfe& purity, the numberleſs 
imperfections that we find within us, can- 
not but fill us with confuſion, whilſt we 
confeſs them in thy preſence; and when we 


look back on the paſt, when we reflect on 
| the 
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the goodneſs with which every period of it 
has been marked; when we think of the 
mercy with which every moment has been 
crowned, we cannot but feel a painful con- 
ſciouſneſs that the returns we have made 
have been far inferior to our obligations, 
that we have not been animated by that fer- 
vent gratitude that ought to have inſpired 
us; that we have not cultivated thoſe diſ- 
poſitions and affections towards thee, which 
we ought to have cultivated : in innumera- 
ble inſtances we have erred and gone aſtray 
from thy ways like loſt ſheep; even amidſt 
the ſolemn duties of this place, imperfection 
attends us, whilſt we are preſenting our 
praiſes, our languor borders upon ingrati- 
tude, and when ſtanding near the gate of 
heaven, we are thinking of the world : but 
although we are thus covered with imper- 
fection, we have no reaſon to fink down 
into deſpair ; we triumph in the perſuaſion 
that thou art not ſtrict to mark iniquity, 
but that there is everlaſting forgiveneſs with 


thee, We molt devoutly pray that thou wilt 
bl ot 
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blot our offences from the book of thy re. 
membrance, that all our infirmities may be 
forgiven, and that we may be continually | 
aſpiring to that ſtate of Chriſtian perfection, 
which will prove an immortal fource of 


peace and joy, 


Wx addreſs thee as the Father of all our 
mercies, from whom all our bleſſings come, 
and to whom all praiſes are due ; and we 
return thee our ſincere and publick thanks 
for all the happineſs that hath attended us 
to this moment ; we bleſs thy name that 
we are this day in the ſphere of uſefulneſs, 
in the enjoyment of health, and the poſſeſſion 
of reaſon ; that we are ſurrounded by the 
pleaſures of ſociety and friendſhip, and aſ- 


. ſembled togetber in the preſence of Almighty 


God: All theſe bleſſings come from thee, 
and to thee we offer up our united praiſes 


for them; but O thou Fountain of inex- 
Hauſtible felicity, there are ſtill ſtronger ties 


that bind us to thee ; there are ſtill richer 


dleſſings that call for more fervent praiſes : 


Thou 
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Thou haſt redeemed us from iniquity and 
death, thou haſt called us out of darkneſs 
into light, thou haſt lifted us from the bor- 
ders of deſpair to the animating proſpect of 
glory, honor, and immortality ! May the 
exalted hopes which Chriſtianity kindles 
within us, infpire us with the-moſt ſincere 
and fervent gratitude, may we be ever diſ- 
poſed to ſhew forth that gratitude in every 
action of our lives, and may theſe ſenti- 
ments ever operate upon our minds, that if 
God has ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love 
one another; as we are attached to the ſame 
Saviour, as we commemorate the ſame 
events, as we contemplate the ſame pro- 
ſpecs, as we are travelling to the ſame coun- 
try, may our hearts be united together in 
love here, and our ſouls dwell in harmo- 
nious intercourſe for ever: And while we 
continue in this ſtate of mortality, may we 
_ diſtribute to each other's neceſſities, cover 
each other's infirmities, and forgive each 
other's offences, even as God for Chriſt's 
lake hath forgiven us : May theſe principles 
| = take 
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take a deep root and flouriſh within us; 
may theſe diſpoſitions actuate us through 
every ſcene of our lives, and finally may we 
be exalted to that ſtate of perfection and 
glory, where all our frailties ſhall be. for- 
given and forgotten ; and where every heart 
mall glow with the moſt ardent gratitude 


and the moſt generous charity. 


WE addreſs thee as the Father of all, 
and we implore the bleſſings of thy provi- 
dence and grace to all mankind ; civilize 

their manners, and enlarge their ideas; may 
every important truth be eſtabliſhed, may 
every liberal art be encouraged; and, under 
the mild and genial influences of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, may the human heart be gra- 
dually ariſing from one degree of purity and - 
perfection to another. We implore divine 
ſupport and conſolation in every ſcene of 
forrow, may every ſufferer find a friend in 
thee: We intreat thee to relieve. the neceſſi- 
ties of the indigent, to incline the opulent 
to do good, and to communicate, to heat 
| the 
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the broken-hearted, and to bind up all their 
wounds : Do thou animate the fick amidſt 
all the languors of indiſpoſition, and if it be 
thy will, reſtore the valuable and the amia- 
ble to health, to uſefulneſs, and to friend- 
ſhip : ſupport the drooping head that is ſink- 
ing down into the duſt, and may the dark 
valley of the ſhadow of death be illumined 
by thy preſence. 


WE commit to thy protection and beſt be- 
nediction, O thou King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, by whom alone kings reign, and 
princes decree juſtice, whoſe dominion is 
an everlaſting dominion, and whoſe empire 
is as univerſal as thy love; We commit to 
thy bleſſing our ſovereign King George, may 
his heart be the ſeat of integrity and good- 
neſs, and as long as he lives, enable him to 
reign in the favour and affection of his ſub- 
jects: Bleſs her Majeſty the Queen, the Prince 
of Wales, and all the royal family ; may 
they tread that publick walk in which thy 
providence has placed them, with credit and, 
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with honor ; and may their light ſo ſhine 
before men that thy name may be glorified : 
May our laws be enacted with that wiſdom 
which is from above, and executed with 
fpirit mingled with lenity and mildneſs : 
May our publick affairs be ordered with 
diſcretion, may our publick characters be 
reſpectable and virtuous, and may every 
member of this community form one pil- 
lar of dignity and greatneſs: Hear us 
Almighty and Moſt Merciful Father, in 
theſe our imperfect and unworthy petitions, 
for the ſake of that mercy which was from 
everlaſting, and is to everlaſting, and which 
was declared to mankind by Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord; in his name and as his diſciples 
we further pray unto thee. Our Father, 


Dc. 
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| "EVENING. 
Awnsr the uncertainty inſeparable - 


from this ſtage of dependence and indigence 
on which we are placed: amidſt our fre- 
quent diſtreſſes and diſappointments in this 
world, what comfort and what joy to the 
upright and to the-humble mind, to be per- 
mitted to lift its thoughts and. wiſhes to that 
throne, from whence nothing can flow to the 
faithful but goodneſs and happineſs for ever: 
For ever blefſed, therefore, be thy name O 
Lord our God, that we have been taught 
by thy Son and our Saviour to addreſs thee 
as our Father, and to aſk of thee a ſupply of 
our neceſſities; to aſk of thee that which is 
requifite to make our pilgrimage through 
life in ſome degree ſupportable and com- 
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fortable ; while at the ſame time we are alſo 
taught to aſpire after nobler and diviner 
things than earth can afford; to aſpire after 
an intereſt in thy favor, O thou Supreme of 
Beings, through our exalted and meritori. 
ous Redeemer : We devoutly pray that we 
may be more and more ſolicitous to obtain 
thoſe ſuperior bleſſings, while with humble 
dependance we addreſs thee for inferior ones: 
We would adopt this evening the prayer of 
thy pious ſervant of old, give us neither 
poverty nor riches, feed us with food con- 
venient for us; and having been bleſſed with 
a decent competency of the good things of 
this life, may we trace them to thee the 
Giver of every good gift; With gratitude 
and with humility may we continually ac- 
knowledge that we are leſs than the leaft of 
all thy mercies ; and at the ſame time may 
we be aſpiring after ſomething yet higher, 
and more adequate to the wiſhes and wants 
of our immortal natures : Inſpire us, O thou 
Giver of all good, with a ſpirit of praiſe and 
of prayer, and by converſing with thee the 
fupreme 
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ſapreme Parent, by having our fellowſhip 
with the Father and the Son, by lifting our 
thoughts to him who gave us the power to 
think, and our deſires to him who indued us 
with * theſe affections; may our minds be 
more exalted, may our tempers and paſſions 


be refined, and all our faculties elevated to 


ſomething ſublime and glorious, 


We give thee our moſt humble and our 


moſt hearty thankſgivings, O heavenly Fa- 
ther, if thou haſt inſpired any of us thy 
worſhippers with deſires after the beſt things; 
we pray that thou wouldſt teach us to cheriſh 


them more and more: Give us more and 


more to feel the neceflity of a ſupply of the 
ſpirit of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of thoſe 
conſolations that flow from that perennial 
and that eternal fountain of all conſolation, 
true religion: Let us taſte the joys of a good 
conſcience, and all the bliſsful prelibations 
of the ſoul, by which it ſhall be formed to 
approve and reliſh the fruits of paradiſe : O 
bright and beautiful paradiſe! O everflow- 
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ing and unfailing rivers of pleaſure and of 
Joy at the throne of God and the Lamb! O 
glorious worſhippers in that eternal ſtate of 
bleſſedneſs, may ye be the objects of our 
daily contemplation ; and may it be our de- 
light and ſtudy, our ambition and joy, our 
ornament and our care to prepare. for the 
enjoyment of them. 


Arp as we pray that thou would give us 
this day our daily bread, we pray alſo that 
thou wouldſt beſtow it on all our fellow- 
creatures throughout the world, and parti- 
cularly on the poor and the needy, who 
ſtruggle with the diſtreſſes of indigence : 
Teach them prayer, teach them hope, teach 
them to truſt in thee ;. Open the minds and 
the hearts of all thy ſervants to communicate 
of their fulneſs to them that want, and ſo diſ- 
poſe our hearts and minds: Give us to taſte | 
of the divineſt pleaſures which can be taſted 
by mortal or by immortal beings, that of 
diffuſing happineſs on thoſe around us: 
Pity, O Lord, all under afflictions of what- 


ever 
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ever kind; over- rule every circumſtance of 
diſtreſs and woe for the wiſeſt and beſt pur- 
poſes, and teach thine afflicted children to 
ſeek their relief and comfort from God: 
Give us grace, O Lord, to hold faſt our 
righteouſneſs, and never let it go, that our 
heatts may not reproach us as long as we 
live: Help us to maintain a conſcience 
yoid of offence towards thee and towards 
man, and having done our duty according 
to the meaſure of power thou haſt given us, 
then to caſt all our cares on thee who hath 
cared for us to this hour: Upon thine eter- 
nal, univerſal, never- failing providence, we 
reſt the whole weiglit of our concerns, for 
time and for eternity, Never leave us, O 
God, never forſake us, be our God for ever 
and ever, and our guide even unto death; 
and after death receive us into the boſom of 
undecaying bleſſedneſs and peace, through 
the abundant and infinite merits of . Jeſus 
Chriſt our bleſſed Redeemer. Ame. 
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At the SACRAMENT. 


BEFORE RE CEIVING. 


Wuar ſhall we render to God for all 
his benefits beſtowed on us, we acknowledge 
ourſelves to be leſs than the leaſt of all thy 
mercies ; vouchſafe to accept of the greateſt 
and beſt returns that we can pay for all the 
loving kindnefſes and tender mercy with 
which thou haſt viſited us all along in life, 
from its firſt moment to the preſent, for 
we have been monuments of that loving 
kindneſs and tender mercy alt the way, 
which call for our deepeſt gratitude and 
moſt devout adoration ! Aſtoniſhed to find 
that we are alive at this hour, and not only 
alive, but in circumſtances upon the whole 
fo favorable and ſo hopeful ; and above all 
that though we haye in ſo many inſtances 


and ways diſcovered ingratitude for the 
higheſt 
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higheſt and the richeſt portions of thy grace 
and love in Chriſt Jeſus, yet thou art con- 
tinually conferring them upon us, as if we 
had never miſimproved them; thou art 
continuing to us this feaſt of thy own provid- 
ing, for the fainting, for the hungry and 
thirſty ſoul, in their paſſage through this 
vale of tears, to'the kingdom of heaven : 
O what can we render for this great falva- 
tion, for the majeſty of our Saviour's in- 
ſtructions, for. the glory of his undertak- 
ing, for the greatneſs of his perfections, for 
the merits of his death, for the triumph of 
his reſurrection, for the honors of his aſcen- 
ſion, for the elevation in which he ſits at 
thy right-hand, and for thoſe immortal 
hopes which he will fullfil at his ſecond 
coming : We defire to contemplate all this 
with wonder, with ſome feeling, and with 
ſome ſentiments of ſoul, above what we are 
able to expreſs ; and if we feel theſe ſenti- 
ments, and entertain theſe affections, we are 
perſuaded thou will accept them all imper- 
fect as they are; for thou art good even 

| unto 
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unto the evil and to the unthankful, and thou 


wilt not break the bruiſed reed nor quench 
the ſmoking flax, and our Saviour has in- 
vited to him thoſe that labour and are heayy 
laden under the preſſure of fins, under the 
force of ſufferings, under the vanity and vex- 
ations inſeparable from human life ; There. 
fore we will fly to our Redeemer, our Maſ- 
ter, our Prince, our God ! and we will hope 
for mercy and ſupport, for ſtrength, for all 
that can fill up the wants of our nature, 
and the boundleſs wiſhes of our immortal 
minds : At this time do thou command thy 
bleſſing, O Lord, beſtow thy fayors, ſend 
forth thy ſpirit of light and truth to lead us 


to thy holy hill, and make us joyful in this 


communion of love and grace: May the 
peace of God, that paſſeth all underſtanding 
rule in our hearts and the love of God and 
our Saviour, and our fellow- creatures, be 
the prevailing principle in our breaſts through 
our great Redeemer. Amen. 


* 


AND. 
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AND it will be ſo through that great Me- 
diator whom we at this hour remember, we 
truſt with gratitude, and with faith, with re- 
ſignation and with hope; ſubmitting our- 
ſelves wholly to his providence, and caſting 
our ſouls for ever on his croſs. that croſs 
which alone can ſuſtain the weight of ſalva- 
tion, and ſtrengthen and ſupport us in our 
aſcent to heaven : Happy, glorious religion, 
that tends to make its profeſſors glorious and 
happy, by raifing them above the world, 
above themſelves, and leadihg them forth 
from the indigence of nature, to a partici- 
pation of the love of God ! Bleſſed are they 
that hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 
for they ſhall be filled: Pleaſing hope if we 
are attracted by this ſacred deſire, and per- 
ſuaded that Jeſus will fuſjl the longings of 
our hearts, with the peace, the pleaſure, and 
the joy of true religion! 


We are now to receive the memorial of 
the bread of life. Jeſus having taken bread 
broke it, and gave thanks, and gave it to 
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his diſciples, ſaying, take, eat, this is my body 
broken for you, this do ye in remembrance 
of me: And this will we do in remembrance 
of thee, O thou never to be forgotten Sa- 
viour and Friend !-—-No, never to be for- 
gotten by the redeemed by his blood ! Im- 
poſſible, that they who have an intereſt in 
his death, in his grace and friendſhip, can 
ever loſe the remembrance of that Saviour 
who died for them, that they might live for 
ever; that remembrance ſurely can never 
be loſt; Though we are imperfect, yet we 
hope we are ſincere. O do thou endue us 
with truth in the inward parts, and warm 
our breaſts with the love of Jeſus: Let 
univerſal nature ſound his praiſe: Lift up your 
heads, O ye gates, and be ye lifted up ye 
everlaſting doors that the King of Glory 
may come in: Come in thou Prince of 
Peace and Renown, thou Bleſſed for ever ! 
Thy dominion is amiable, thy yoke is eaſy, 
thy burthen is light: We conſecrate our- 
ſelves. to that for time and eternity ; our 
firength, our time, our talents we give to 
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thee, who gaveſt thyſelf for us. God for- 
bid that we ſhould glory, fave in the croſs 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt | May Chriſt cru- 
cified be to us the wiſdom of God, and the 
power of God to ſalvation : We know in 
whom we have believed, and that he is able 
to keep that good thing which we have 
committed to him until the day of his ap- 
pearing : He will never diſappoint our de- 
pendence, and never deceive our hope.— 


In the midſt of the chances and changes of 


mortality, what a comfort to know of a 
foundation upon which we may build our 
hopes for ever, ſo firm, that though the rain 


ſhall deſcend, and the winds blow, and the 


ſtorms beat, our ſouls ſhall be ſecure, becauſe 
they are founded on a' rock, and that rock 
is the eternal truth of the Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —— Jeſus was wounded 
for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for 
our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
was upon him, and by his ſtripes we are 
healed :—He became an offering for ſin, that 
we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
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in him; and when the human nature was 
periſhing for ſpiritual ſupplies, Jeſus the true 
bread, the bread of life, the bread of God, 
came down from heaven, that he might 
raiſe ſtarving ſpirits up to everlaſting life : 


He that eateth this bread ſhall not hunger, 


and he that drinketh of this cup ſhall not 
thirſt, ſhall never find himſelf deſtitute of 
true comfort, but ſhall find all his beſt 
wiſhes gratified, and all his nobleſt deſires 
ſupplied :——Lord give us evermore this 
bread, and though our cups ſhould not over- 
flow in the dangerous way of proſperity, O 
may they ever overflow with the ſweetneſs 
of divine benediction. | 


-  ArTER ſupper alſo Jeſus took the cup, 
having given thanks, and gave it to his diſ- 
ciples, ſaying, this cup is the New Teſta- 
ment in my blood, ſhed for the remiſſion of 
the fins of many, drink ye all of this, for 
as often as ye eat this bread and drink this 


ceup, ye ſhew forth the Lord's death, till he 


come again: Therefore we will take the 
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cup of falvation, and encompaſs thine altar, 
and pay our vows in the preſence of this con- 
gregation, not aſhamed of the croſs and teſ- 
timony of Jeſus, but happy in the honor of 
being called his ſervants : May we be fo 
in deed and in truth, and not in name only.” 


WHarT think ye of Chriſt ? was a queſ- 


tion aſked long ago; we readily reply, he is 


the Son of the Living God, the Chief among 
ten thouſands, and altogether lovely ; and 
he that believeth in him ſhall never, never 
be confounded : Give us a friend in whom 
we can truſt ; give us a foundation on which 
we can build ; give us a perſon that will ne- 
ver fail us; give us a Saviour that will be 
all in all: Yes, yes, make us rich, but let 
it be by the unſearchable riches of Jeſus * 
Yes, yes, we will ſeek to be great and ho- 
norable, but let it be by being kings and 
prieſts to God and the Father Unto him 
that loved us and waſhed us in his own 
blood, and has made us kings and prieſts to 
God and his Father, be glory, and honor, 

| and. 
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and dominion, and majeſty, and gratitude, 
and falvation for ever! O beautiful ſong 
of the redeemed affembly ! When ſhall we 
be permitted to join in that delightful em- 
ploy ? How many of our godly friends and 
virtuous connections are finging it now ! I 
think I hear their celeſtial melodies ; we 
will endeavour to emulate them even here, 
ſo ſhall we be fitter to join the chorus when 
we meet them in glory! Gratitude, love, 
charity, faith, truſt, obedience; theſe will 
make the beſt ſong: The life of a Chriſtian 
ſhould be a continual. harmony: O Jeſus, 
our beloved, adored Redeemer, may we live 
thy praiſe, and then whether we live or die 
we ſhall be thine, we ſhall reſt from our la- 
bors, and our works ſhall fullow us ; our 
works of faith, and labors of love ſhall not 
be forgotten by the righteous Judge; and 
yet when we receive from him the crown of 
righteouſneſs, we ſhall be diſpoſed to take 
that crown and caſt it at his feet, and- to 
aſcribe all our ſalvation to him, and to ſay 
for ever, by grace we are ſaved -O let 
| that 
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that grace teach us to deny all ungodlineſs, 
and to look for that bleſſed hope and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour; a hope that ſhall not deceive, and 
a happineſs that ſhall tranſcend all our ex- 
pectations and imaginations, which ſhall be 
bright as heaven, and in all its glorious ef- 
fects laſting as eternity. To that eternity may 
we look forward, where we- ſhall forrow 
and fin no more, but ſhall be embraced 
in the boſom of love and bleſſedneſs for ever. 


AFTER RECEIVING. 


ACCEPT), O thou Giver of all good, 
our moſt humble and hearty thankſgivings 
as for all thine other mercies, ſo moſt eſpe- 
cially for thine unſpeakable gift Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his divine religion : God grant we may 
experience theſe more and more, and be liv- 
ing witneſſes of the grace of the Redeemer, 
in all its ſufficiency to bleſs and to fave : 
We rejoice in our Saviour and our King, 


E the 
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the King of Zion, the Saviour of all them 
that believe, and by his ſtrength we will march 
on and do yaliantly, amidſt all the frailties 
and afflictions of humanity : We will be of 
good courage becauſe the Lord God is on 
our fide ; we ſhall be more than conquerors 
through him that hath loved us, nor ſhall 
any thing that can befal us be able to ſe- 
parate us from the love of God in Chriſt 
| Jeſus. May our reliſh for the divine plea- 
ſures of truth increaſe; may prayer, and 
praiſe, and contemplation, and hearing and 
reading the holy word of God, and conver- 
fation in the ſpirit of true friendſhip, on all 
the nobleſt and worthieſt themes that can 
engage the human mind; may theſe be our 
deareſt and ſweeteſt employments : May we 
follow our Saviour wherever he leads us, 
even through diſappointment or diſgrace, only 
let us enjoy the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience, and the hope of thy ſalvation. 


Wr caſt ourſelves and all our cares upon 
the pawer that produced us into life, thaf 


pre- 
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preſerved us to this hour, that hath filled our 
cup, and given us ſo many things richly 
to enjoy ; perſuaded that thy hand is not 
ſhortened that it cannot ſave, and that be- 
cauſe the Lord is our ſhepherd, we ſhall not 
want : May goodneſs and mercy follow us 
all the days of our lives, and may our dwel- 
ling place be in thy houſe for evermore. 
One thing we have defired of the Lord, and 
that we will ſeek after, even to behold thy 
beauty in thy temple all the days of our 
lives, and- to behold thy face in righteouſ- 
neſs all the days of eternity, beyond the 
reach of chance, the power of change, the 
gloom of ſorrow, the ſtain of fin, or the fear 
of death, | 


Lox, pity all the ſons and daughters of 
affliction, lead them and us throngh every 
ſtage of humanity, and give us grace to 
finiſh our courſe with joy, having fought 
the good fight, and let us have the honor to 
receive the crown of righteouſneſs from the 
hand of an applauding Saviour: Diſmiſs us, 

3% het O Lord, 
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O Lord from this thy table with thy bleſ- 
ſing, carry us home with thy love and fa- 
vor, may that reſt upon our families, rela- 

tions and friends; and after a life of faith 
and friendſhip, may we be permitted to live 
the life of heaven, which is that of viſion 
and love for ever. We aſk all through his 
powerful and prevailing name, who was 
dead and is alive, and liveth for evermore, 
Amen, 


ADDRESS 
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| MORNING. 
A LMIGHTY God, the Father of our 


ſpirits, and the object of our everlaſting wor- 
ſhip, we preſent ourſelves before thee this 
morning with the moſt profound humility 
and reverence: To thee, O God, belong ma- 
jeſty and power, thy kingdom is an everlaſt- 
ing kingdom, and thy dominion ruleth over 
all: The moſt exalted beings in the univerſe 
are the creatures of thy power, and the ſub- 
jects of thy ſupremacy ; they veil their faces 
when they approach thy throne, it is all 
their glory to celebrate thy greatneſs, it is 
all their pride to execute thy will :—Alfo 
to thee, O God, belong mercy and truth, 
with the mild and generous names of Father 
and Friend! When we review the paſt ages 
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of the world, we behold the moſt ſhining 
- diſplays of mercy and truth in all thy diſ- 
penſations towards mankind, and with a pe- 
culiar admiration and gratitude we find thy 
perfections exerted to ſubſerve the purpoſes 
of infinite benevolence, in the grand and 
beautiful ſcheme of redemption: We re. 
joice in the daily munificence of that provi- 
dence which ſupplies the wants of every thing 
that liveth, and that although thou art the 
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eter- 
nity, yet not a ſparrow falls to the ground 
without thy notice, and the very hairs of 
our heads are numbered. We return thee 
our ſincere and publick thanks, for all thoſe 
expreſſions of loving kindneſs which we have 
known; when we look back upon our paſt 
lives through every preceding ſcene, we 
trace thy hand in the ſupply of our numer- 
ous neceſſities, in our protection from dan- 
gers, and in all the variety of our enjoy- 
ments: To thee we aſcribe every bleſſing 
which has attended us; and to thee we 
confeſs ourſelves indebted for every circum- 

| ſtance. 
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ſtance of felicity that attends us now: To 
thee, the Almighty Diſpoſer of all events, 
to thee be all the praiſe that we are not this 
day extended upon the couch of ſickneſs, 
that we are not at this hour laid at great 
men's doors to be ſpurned by the foot of 
pride, that we are not viſited by any of thoſe 
more tragical calamities which drive man- 
kind to inſanity, and which tempt them to 
blaſpheme the God of heaven : Bleſſed be 
thy name that we are this day the living and 
the chearful monuments of thy bounty, ſur- 
rounded with every favor that we can with ; 
we call upon our fouls and all that is within 
us to bleſs thy holy name; but moſt of all 
we thank thee for our religious privileges 

and advantages; bleſſed be thy name that 
the gate of the temple is yet open to receive 
us, unworthy as we are to enter it; that the 
volume of immortal truth is yet in our hands, 
although we have practiſed its precepts ſo 
little; we thank thee that we were born and 
educated in a country where Chriſtianity has 
been long eſtabliſhed, and where religious li- 
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berty is known, where we are not driven 
into holes and corners of the earth to wor- 
ſhip thee in ſecret, but where we are permit- 
ted to ſee our teachers, to aſſemble ourſelves 
in the face of day, and to worſhip the God 
of heaven and earth according to the dic- 
tates of our own conſciences: Thus ſur- 
rounded with every circumſtance that can 
conduce to our preſent happineſs, and fa- 
voured with every opportunity of obtaining 
the everlaſting felicity of heaven, we have 
only to pray that the goodneſs of the Lord 
may lead us to repentance, that we may be 
more grateful for the mercies, and more 
ſenſible of the advantages which we have 
received, and more diſpoſed to improve 
them all to thy glory. Let not the moſt 
flattering allurements the world is able to 
ſpread before us, ever be able to ſhake our 
fidelity: to thee, or to ſeduce us from the 
path of duty ; teach us on all occaſions to 
conduct ourſelves with dignity and honor ; 
teach us in whatever ſtate we are, therewith 


to be content ; | may we know both how to 
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abound and how to ſuffer need: When ſur- 
rounded by the chearful bleſſings of provi- 
dence, ſuffer us not to exclaim in the ſpirit 
of impious preſumption, my mountain ſtands 
ſo ſtrong, I ſhall never be moved; but may 
we receive the bleſſings of heaven with hu- 
mility and gratitude, and enjoy them with 
innocent chearfulneſs; and in the hour of 
diſtreſs, in the hour of exquiſite diſtreſs, if 
ſuch an hour ſhould ever be our portion, 
enable us to ſupport the dignity of the Chriſ- 
tian character, and to recommend our moſt 
holy religion, by exhibiting to mankind a 
noble example of fortitude and reũgnation: 
May an honeſt and generous aim to pro- 
mote the glory of God, and the happi- 
neſs of mankind, be the fair and honorable 
end of all our actions; may we be ever de- 
viſing liberal things, and ever willing to do 
good; and when at laſt our fleſh and our 
hearts ſhall fail us, may we be ſupported by 

the teſtimony of a good conſcience, and with 
the proſpect of eternal glory: And when the 
laſt loud trumpet thall ſound from heayen, 
| when 
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when the pillars of creation ſhall be buried 
in ruins, when all that are in ſleep ſhall be 
raiſed from their ſlumbers, and ſurround thy 
awful tribunal, in that day may we lift up 
our heads with joy, knowing that our re- 
demption draweth nigh. 


ALMIGHTY and Univerſal Parent, we be- 
ſeech thee to look in mercy upon all the fons 
and daughters of affliction; may the beſt 
bleſſings of thy providence and grace deſcend = 
on them all ; may the darkneſs of error be 
diſſipated by the mild beams of Chriſtian 
truth, and may every diſpoſition which 
Chriſtianity inculcates be cultivated by all 
mankind : May thoſe compaſſions that are 
neither few nor ſmall, be mercifully afforded 
to all that are in diſtreſs ; for although we 
are happy and chearful . ourſelves, we can- 
not forget the diſtreſſes of others: We 
pray not that adverſity may be baniſhed the 
earth, and uninterupted proſperity prevail; 
we only pray with all ſubmiſſion to thy moſt 
holy will, that the mourner may be fupport- 


ed 
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ed amidſt his ſorrows, and that thoſe vir- 
tuous purpoſes ang for which 
adverſity is ſent. 


Ixsrk thy ſervant George our King 
with juſt ſentiments and good diſpoſitions; 
may the Queen, and every member of the 
royal family be ornaments to ſociety, and 
members of that community whoſe names are 
written in heaven; enlighten our counſellors, 
and teach our fenators wiſdom ; may our 
publick affairs be ordered with that diſcre- 
tion, which under thy bleſſing can alone en- 
ſure ſucceſs, and for many ſucceſſive years, 
if conſiſtent with thy wiſe and benevolent 
plans, may we continue to be a free and 
happy people : Hear us, O Lord, in hea- 
ven, thy holy place, forgive, accept, and 
bleſs us, in the name and through the me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt our Advocate with: 
thee, Our Father, c. 
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EVENING. 


O LORD God Almighty, great beyond all 
expreſſion, and beyond all conception of men, 
of angels, of the moſt ſublime and enlight- 
ened beings throughout the creation ! Who by 
| ſearching can find thee out, who can find out 
the Almighty to perfection? and yet, bleſſed 
be thy benevolence, thou haſt not left thyſelf 
without a witneſs, for the heavens declare 
thy glory, and the firmament ſheweth thy 
handy work ; day unto day uttereth ſpeech, 
and night unto night teacheth wiſdom : Nor 
is there any nation where the language of 
thy works is not fully heard : That we were 
formed with capacities to view them, with ca- 
pacities to underſtand ſomething of thy na- 
ture, of thine attributes, of thine adminiſtra- 
tion, of thy word, of the proviſions thou haſt 
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made for our happineſs, and for the happi- 
neſs of all thy children; theſe are ſources of 
gratitude, O moſt gracious Parent, which no 
words can ever deſcribe : When we behold- 
the works of thy hand, the ways of thy pro- 
vidence, and the wiſdom, the beauty, the 
benignity, that are diffuſed upon all, we are 
ſtruck with wonder, and we are charmed 
with goodneſs ; but moſt of all, when we 
read in yet fairer lines, the aſtoniſhing diſplay” 
which there is made of thy divinity, by thy 
Son and our. Saviour, in that word of grace 
which thou haſt given to be a light to our 
feet, and a lamp to our paths, till we arrive at 
the world of love, and light, and life, and: 
bleſſedneſs, which is beyond this barrier of 
time]! What indeed can we render to that 
moſt merciful and moſt propitious power, to 
whom we owe all our hopes for everlaſting; 
to that power we owe the diſcovery that we 
were not formed for this world, of which 
the faſhion paſſeth away, of which all the 
pleaſures are unſatisfactory, and all the pro- 
{pets uncertain, but that we were formed for 

+ | a better, 
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a better, a nobler, and a more enduring ſub- 
tance, in the preſence of God, where there 
is fulneſs of joy, and at thy right-hand, 
where there are pleaſures for evermore ! 
It is to that power all propitious and moſt 
merciful, that we are indebted for a re- 
ligion from which we can derive expectations 
ſo reviving, and ſo auguſt : A religion con- 
firmed by teſtimonies the trueſt, and replete 
with doctrines the moſt pure, with precepts 
the moſt perfect; a religion which exhibits 
a pattern at once the moſt ſacred and alluring, 
and offers motives the nobleſt and the kind- 
eſt that can be conceived, whilſt it preſents 
aſſiſtances altogether divine Theſe are con- 
fiderations that cannot too often poſſeſs our 
minds, or too ftrongly inflame our hearts : 
May they become ſo familiar to us, that 
they may be the governing principles of our 
whole lives, and that it may be our ſupreme 
ambition to live to that God by whom we 
live, and to that Saviour through whom we 
hope to live for ever! 


Is 
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In all the diſpenſations of thy providence, 
all the loſſes we can ſuſtain, all the croſſes 
which are inflicted, all the pains of life, and 
all its pleaſures too; every connection which 
thou haſt ordained, and every fituation which 
thou haſt appointed, may they all co- operate 
by thy blefling to make us wiſer and better; 
better in the ſight of God, and wiſer for the 
intereſt of eternity, by teaching us to conſider 
this world as connected with another, and 
introductory to it; to conſider that here we 
are placed as in a ſtate of trial, and ought 
therefore to look for an abode to come, a 
city which hath foundations eternal in the 
heavens : and by reflecting on the vanity and 
vexation ſo cloſely attached to this ſtate of 
our probation, may we be taught more and 
more to improve it, and to paſs. through all 
the chances and chariges connected with 
temporal things, forward to that ſerene and 
ſettled ſtate of repoſe and of enjoyment, 
which we expect in the things eternal. 


Ir there are in thy preſence at this time, O 
thou Omniſcient, thoſe who are utterly un- 
M con- 
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concerned about the things that belong totheir 
peace, living without thee, without hope in 
this world, and without᷑ care for a better; we 
pray thee to arreſt them in the career of folly, 
to awaken them to wiſe reflection and to ſo- 
ber thought ; we beſeech thee to ſhew them 
their error, their miſery, their iniquity, and 
to lead them to that great Redeemer, who 
only can reſcue them from this vain world, 
whoonlycan reſcue them from theircorrupted 
nature, and at laſt make them partakers of a 
divine and eternal inheritance. May thoſe 
whom thou haſt inſpired with theſe great 
hopes, never loſe ſight of the magnificent 
and immortal intereſts which thou haſt ſet 
before them, but may it be their care, their 
ſtudy and ambition every day, to render thoſe 
great hopes more ſecure, and to be better pre- 


pared for the purities and the joys of a ſtate 
that ſhall never fail them. 


Ass1sT us in what remains of the ſervices 
and ſufferings of humanity ; in all our ways 


give us to acknowledge thee, and never to 
: Jean 
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lean to our own underftanding or our own 
ſtrength, which are inreality (when compared 
with that which alone can guide and ſuſtain 


us) weakneſs and folly ; but may the power | 


of God ſupport us, and the wiſdom: that 
cannot err conduct us, through this dark 
and dangerous path of mortality, till we ar- 
rive where doubt, and darkneſs, and danger 


ſhall be no more. Give us to enjoy what 


thou haſt afforded, with innocence, with mo- 
deration, and with chearfulneſs, and to re- 
ſign what thou art pleaſed to call for, with 


patience and reſignation, and with a noble 


acquieſcence in thy will, which is ſupreme, 
however our natures may recoil from a duty 
ſo juſt and ſo becoming: And however our 
ſpirits may at any time be in danger of being 


depreſſed by the ſorrows of life, or intangled 


by its ſnares, may we ſtill find the power and 
glory of divine principleguiding us right, and 


ſtrengthening us in our goings, that our path - 


may be like that of the morning light, which 
ſhineth more and more to the perfect day. 
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Wr pray not only for ourſelves, we would 
extend our beſt wiſhes and our warmeſt ſup- 
plications in behalf of all our fellow creatures 
of mankind, and all our fellow Chriſtians of 
every nation ; we pray for the propagation 
of the goſpel, for the ſucceſs of the King- 
dom of Jeſus Chriſt, in all its brighteſt glories 
and in all its divineſt power ; we pray for our 
native land, beſeeching thee to bleſs, proſper, 
guide, and direct thy ſervant our Sovereign 
King George ; watch over his houſe and fa- 
mily, and adorn them with the graces and the 
virtues that will dignify their exalted ſtations: 
May the body of the people through all their 
different ranks be awakened to a ſenſe of their 
duty, to a reverence for the Supreme Ruler 
and Governor of this univerſe, and of the 
great Saviour and Reſtorer of a loſt world, to 
a ſenſe of the beauty and bleſſedneſs of true 
religion, of the miſery and folly of fin and 
vice, and of the neceſſity of a life of devoted- 
neſs to God, and of uſefulneſs to mankind. 
May the miniſters of the goſpel be inſpired 


by 
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by the ſpirit of their maſter, with love to the 
ſouls of men, and with a high regard and 
zeal for the intereſt of truth, goodneſs, and 
righteouſneſs ; may they learn to know what 
becomes them, and may they diſdain what- 
ever is mean, and uniformily ſet before their 
people, examples of whatſoever things are 
praiſe-worthy. Deliver this country we moſt 
humbly beſeech thee from thoſe diſorders, 
diſtractions, and diviſions that diſhonour, 
and diſgrace it. * 


_ Gop Almighty pour down the pureſt in- 
fluences and divineſt benedictions upon this 
religious afſembly, may we worſhip thee in 
our ſpirits, and in our families; always 
pointing out to thoſe, young perſons with 
whom we may happen at any time to be con- 


nected, the beautiful and the bliſsful path of 


virtue and piety, that leads to heaven : Af- 
ſiſt us at all times in all our religious per- 
formances, and may the wordsof our mouths, 
and the meditations of our hearts be now 

M 3 and 
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and ever acceptable in thy ſight, O Lord, our 
ſtrength and our Redeemer : We aſk all in 
the name, and through the interceſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, and only Advocate 
with thee, Our Father, Sc. | 


ADDRESS 
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Brrort the preſence of him who is 
the beſt, the greateſt, the moſt perfect Be- 
ing, we proſtrate our ſpirits at this time; we 
eſteem ſuch proſtration our happineſs ; we 
bend low before infinite excellence; we re- 
joice to join the auguſt aſſembly of wor- 
ihippers around thy throne, ſaints and ſe- 
raphims, and all the powers of heaven; to 
join to theirs our beſt though humble note 
of praiſe and adoration : We glory in our 
approach to the throne of ſupreme compaſ- 
hon, from whence for ever flow forth thoſe 
ſublime influences that are the life, the 
light, and the joy of the ſoul : It is-from 
God, the ſource of beauty, the ſtandard of 
perfection, that all good is derived: Bleſſed 
c M 4 for 
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for ever be thy benevolent name, O our 
Father and our God, that all- unworthy and 
mean as we are in this ſtate of ſin and ſor- 
row, we are yet permitted and encouraged 
to draw near to ther, who art the center of 
reſt, in the humble hope of one day ariſing 
to the ſweeter and the ſublimer exerciſes and 
entertaiments of heaven, where fin and ſor- 
row can never (hed their baneful influences, 
but where all is purity and peace for ever 
and ever] Animated by theſe proſpects may 
we poſſeſs our ſouls in patience, in chearful- 
neſs, in delightful affectionate endeavours to 
do and ſuffer the will of God, and amidſt all 
the changes and chances of this ſtate of pro- 
bation, amidit all the experience we have 
had, or can have, of its uncertain and 
unſatisfactory condition ; may we have the 
honor and the happineſs of pouring out our 
hearts, with all our cares and all our fears, 
into the boſom of him that made us, and 
calling thee through him who died for us, 
and roſe again, and ever liveth to make in- 
terceſſion for us, our Father, our Friend, 

our 
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our Patron, our Portion, and our God; fay- 
ing, whom have in Heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth, in all the circle 
of .our acquaintances, of our relations, or of 
our deareſt friends, that we can defire in 
compariſon of thee ! Of thee, O thou firſt 
fair, thou firſt great, thou firſt good, thou 
all- ſufficient God 


WueiLsT thouſands and ten thouſands are 
prophaning this day by vice, or diſſipating it 
in vanity, we will rejoice in its return; we will 
welcome the Sabbath of God, that day which 
be hath made for himſelf, and in which his 
ſervants have ſo often enjoyed the anticipati- 
ons of eternal repoſe ; and therefore we were 
glad when it was faid unto us this morning, 

let us go up to the Houſe of God to worthip. 
We thank thee if thou haſt given us any ſin- 
cere reliſh for divine employments, if thou 
haſt taught us to taſte the ſweetneſs, and 
to know the ſublimity of thoſe ſacred 
hours that are devoted to the adoration of 
the Supreme, that call forth our faith in 
the Redeemer of the world, that inflame the 
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beart with divine charity, and elevate it with 
celeſtial hope : When we look back as on 
this day to the reſurrection of our Saviour, 
and think, that by that glorious event, we 
are begotten again to a lively hope of an in- 
heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, that we are raiſed to new- 
neſs of life, and inſpired with holineſs of liv- 
ing, we are filled with gratitude and with 
praiſe. Truly it becomes us this day to con- 
template this great event above all thy other 
works, and yet all thy other works are full of 
wonder, they are full of beauty, and ſought 
out by all them that take pleaſure therein : 
The verdure of the fields, the bloom of the 
flowers, the melody of the birds, the freſh- 
neſs of the morning, the luſtre of the day, 
the reviving glories of the ſpring, with all 
the fair proſpects thou art giving us of a 
plenteous year; theſe we admire, and for 
theſe we raiſe a ſong to thee the God of the 
Seaſons ! Thy providence in all its diſpen- 
fations we adore, and when we think on 


| what thou haſt done for us, the interpoſi- 
| | tions 
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tions of thy power, the directions of thy 
wiſdom, the protections of an hand, almigh- 
ty though unſeen; the pleaſures of holy 
love and virtuous friendſhip, which we have 
been permitted to enjoy, and all the kind, 
all the uſeful, all the honorable connections 
which thou haſt given us, with the various 


other bleſſings thou haſt beſtowed for our 


ſupport and comfort all along ; the contem- 
plation fills us with thankfulneſs and with 
tranſport ! but ſtill above all the reſt we 
would admire and adore that grace, by 
which thy other goodneſs is compleated and 
crowned ; when we look forwards beyond 
this vale of mortality to the high and holy 
hill, where ſaints and angels dwell, and 
where we hope one day, through the merits 
of our Saviour to- dwell with them, to be- 
hold his glory, as the glory of the only Be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth; 
to contemplate thee face to face, and to im- 
bibe life, and light, and joy, from their eter- 


nal ſource ; O Almighty God, accept of our 


devouteſt thanks, poor as they are, yet pro- 
| | ceeding 
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ceeding from an humble, a penitent, and by 
thy grace, an upright heart, thou wilt accept 
them. Our lives, our time, our talents, - 
ſuch as thou haſt given, we conſecrate to 
thee for ever; and we eſteem it the higheſt 
honor and happineſs we can enjoy, to ſerve 
thee in thoſe ſituations in which thou haſt 
placed us; to do, to ſuffer, to embrace thine 
unerring will, to glorify thee upon earth, 
and in heaven to enjoy thine immortal pre- 
ſence, be our high and honourable portion, 
and in this hope we commit ourſelves to thy 
conduct; give us to practice patience in ad- 
verſity, and moderation in proſperity, while 
we endeavour by thine aid to ſerve man- 
kind, and to promote the peace, the ſatisfac- 
tion, and the edification of all around us : 
And when we have filled up the purpoſes of 
thy grace in this ſtate of trial, we will fol- 
low the great Conductor of his people 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
onwards where the wicked ceaſe from trou- 
bling, and where the weary are at reſt for 
| ever, and where we ſhall enjoy the ſociety 

| | of 
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of the pious and the virtuous, who have gone 
before us, who were dear to us as our own 
ſouls, who have eſcaped the ſnares and ſor- 
rows of mortality, who are now rejoicing 
that their warfare 1s accompliſhed, and per- 
haps looking forward with pleaſure and rap- 
ture to that hour that ſhall conduct us to 


the ſame abodes of love and friendſhip ever- 
laſting. | 


Wr pray not for ourſelves only, we pray 
for all mankind, we rejoice in every degree 
of good, of holineſs, and of happineſs, that is 
to be ſeen upon the face of the earth; and we 
mourn over the degeneracy of the fallen race 
of Adam, beſeeching thee to ſend forth thy 
light and thy truth, to lead-the nations to 
the knowledge of the Lord, and to make 
them joyful in the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt; 
and wherever that bleſſed and ſacred name 
is named, may men depart from iniquity, 
and adorn the doctrine of their Saviour by 
a life and converſation, in ſome degree be- 
coming their high calling: Deliver, we be- 

ſeech 
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ſeech thee, the nations that ſit in darkneſs, 
and that groan under tyranny; may truth 
and righteouſneſs prevail: Bleſs thy ſer- 
vant our ſovereign King George, with the 
Queen, and all their family; may they be 
all under the protection of thy providence, 
and the guardianſhip of thy grace; and may 
the great intereſts of law, of liberty, of the 
Proteſtant religion, and of true religion, be 
promoted by thoſe that occupy places of 
rank and power: Make them truly great by 
making them good: Pour out a ſpirit of 
penitence and prayer, of ſobriety and ſeri- 
ouſneſs, of recollection and thought, upon 
all ranks of people. Awaken the miniſters 
of religion to a moſt ſerious, earneſt, zea- 
lous, Chriſtian concern, to recall the minds 

and hearts of men to {he conſideration of 
thoſe things which belong to their everlaſt- 
ing peace: Endue them with true Chriſtian 
eloquence, and may they eſteem it their 
greateſt glory to promote the triumphs of the 
croſs of their Saviour : We thank thee who 
haft brought us together at this time, and 
| we 
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we pray that our lives, and the lives of thoſe 
we love and value, may be dignified by thy - 
friendſhip, and conſecrated to thy glory ; 
and that we and all our fellow worſhippers 
may be under the holy inſpirations of that 
divine religion which they and we profeſs, 
and of the ſpirit of that exalted Redeemer, 
in whoſe name they worſhip, in whoſe name 
we worſhip, and through whoſe merits and 
mediation alone we deſire and expect accep- 
tance from thee, Our Father, &c. 
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EVENING. 


A DORABLE Father, Elena Friend 
of the pious and the humble, ſuch may we 
all be in every ſituation and in every ſtage 
of life, devoted to our Maker whilſt we en- 

5 joy ourſelves; conſcious of the corruptions 
and of the weakneſſes of human nature, and 
ſtruck with a ſenſe of our dependence upon 
God, and of our obligations to his infinite 
goodneſs. | 


* For all the marks of thy loving kind- 
neſſes and tender mercies which we of this 
con- 


i ts 
W 


Tux editor has been informed fince this work went 


t EOY that this was the concluding addreſs of the reve- 
rend 
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congregation in particular, have received 
ever ſince we met together, in all the variety 
of circumſtances and fituations in which we 
have been placed ; O accept molt gracious 
Lord, and benignant Parent, our profound- 
eſt and our moſt permanent praiſe | !” through 
whatever circumſtances, or whatever caſual- 
ties we have paſſed together or apart, we 

believe 


— as WY” . —_ — 
** — 


rend gentleman firſt mentioned in the preface, when he 
reſigned the care of that church, in which he bad la- 
boured upwards of twenty years: The piety and fervor 
of this parting benediction, will be. a ſufficient excuſe 
for any Oy of expreſſion, 


© "Tus ale having been favored with a copy of the 
latter part of that gentleman's farewell ſermon, delivered 
at the ſame time, thinks no apolegy need be made to 
readers of taſte and ſenſibility, for inſerting it here by 
way of note; | 


ArTzx a long diſcourſe on the diſſipation of the age, 
and having mentioned his declining health, which cauſed 
bim to reſign his publick miniſtry, he proceeded 
thus: 


N «] ex 9% 
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believe that they were the effects of uner- 
ring wiſdom, and unbounded goodneſs! In 
every ſcene of life, and under every diſtreſs, 
we are happy that the Lord God Omnipo- 
tent reigns, all benevolent and all merci- 
ful ! It is alſo the deepeſt ground of our 
gratitude and praiſe, that we have been 
taught to believe in thy Son, whom thou 
| 5 haſt 


„ 8 


* I pRoroywxDLyY thank you for your kindneſs to me, 
© you have in truth been very liberal to me as your mi- 
4 niſter, may the Lord reward you an hundred fold: 
1 thank you yet more for everv mark of your 
ei eſtcem and confidence, which you have ſhewn me as 
« your friend, which indeed I was, and am, and ſhall 
« ever be, but moſt of all becauſe it was the, moſt im- 
« portant to your ſalvation, I thank you for your un- 
i wearied forbearance towards my deficiencies and fail- 
« ings, and for receiving the word of exhortation ſreely : 
© Indeed I ſhould not do you juſtice, if I did not embrace 
« this opportunity of bearing you witneſs, that candor 
« marks your general character, that your religious ſen- 
« timents are ſerious, but without bigotry, and that 
« whilſt you hold the eſſential principles of the goſpel, 
© you allow for every difference of opinion not incon- 


" * with a religious life ; May you always preſerve 
a ſpi- 
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haſt ſent to ſave and to bleſs mankind; we 
thank thee for the inſtructions of his dine 
religion, for all thoſe beautiful precepts, arid 
all thoſe glorious examples which that reli- 
gion exhibits; we thank thee if thou 
haſt inſpired any of this congregation, or 
any of this audience with a vital faith in 
him, with a deep reſpe& for his commands, 

and 


— 


0a ſpirit ſo generous and ſo worthy! A few words to the 
< youth of this congregation; may I preſume to ſay, that 
* I conſider them as my children in the Lord; I had al- 
% moſt ſaid, I am proud of the honor, I will ſay it if 
you adhere to your choice, if you hold faſt the profeſ- 
ſion of your faith, without wavering, and grow in grace 
as you grow in years, you ſhall prove defirable and 
* uſeful in life, you ſhall continue to adorn religion, to 
delight your parents and friends, and to enjoy the peace 
© of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding : Permit me 
* to add, that you were always obliging and affectionate 
to your ſpiritual father; by your perſeverance and im- 
provement in goodneſs—(forgive me if I am not quite 
© equal to the theme and the occaſion, they rather over- 
« whelm me; but {let me add, your perſeverance and 
improvement in. goodneſs) will ſoothe him whilſt he 
ves, and confirm on bis laſt bed an expeRation he 

N 2 ſome- 
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and with a firm reliance on his exceeding 
great and precious promiſes; we render thee 
our moſt, hearty thankſgivings for the fair 
and tranſcending proſpects with which thou 
haſt animated any of us, reſpecting that great 
. and that happy immortality after which we 
are this day breathing, as the moſt reſplen- 


dent and delightful objects of our hopes: 
We 


1 4 4 x tht. __—— — OY — 
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« ſometimes indulges, that when, he beholds you at the 
© tribunal of God, he may have the happineſs of pre- 
« ſenting you perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, . 


&© Tuzzx are other young perſons of whom I once 
thought well, but whom now, alas, I wiſh to forget; 
* may he that of the very ſtones could raiſe up chil- 
« dren to Abraham, create in them clean hearts, and 
& xenew right ſpirits within them. 


« As to thoſe in the maturity of nature, and thoſe in its 
be decay, who are yet alienated from the life of God, 
« it grieves me to think I cannot have the comfort of 
« leaving them in a ſlate of ſafety ; their danger is ex- 
© treme, nothing can deliver them but a fpeedy repen- 
4 tance, and an early application to piety ; Merciſul Fa- 
uu ther! help and ſave them, | 

«© To 
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We thank thee if thou haſt endued us with 
any honorable and any amiable affections 
to mankind, particularly to thoſe with whom 
we are more intimately connected: We re- 
Joice in the happineſs of the creation of God, 
we rejoice in the beiief of his univerfal and 
eternal adminiſtration, the adminiſtration of 
a Father! May we evenentertain the moſt 
e be den dig- 


— 


by * 1 
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% To you my Chriſtian and dearly beloved friends, I 
„would only ſay, be ſteadfaſt, immoveable, always 
© abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
& know your labour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: It 
© is my prayer to God that you may experience much 
« ſatisfation in your families, much ſucceſs in your af- 
&« fairs, ſacred ſerenity in the vale of years, and peace in 
« your latter end ! I leave you and yours in the ever- 
& laſting arms of mercy, and I commend you to the 
« word of God's grace, which is able to keep you from 
&© falling, and to give you an inheritance amongſt all them 
© that are ſanftified ! Let us pray for one another, what 
© ſhould hinder us, though abſent in body, to meet in 
i ſpirit at the ſootſtool of our common Father and God, 
« where we have ſo often perſonally met with benefit 
* and pleaſure, there let our hearts unite in fervent de. 
 yotion, and in the aſpirations of a Chriſtian piety, 
| N 3 | 0 Anti · 
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dignified comprehenſion of thy character, of 
thy works, of thy ways ; all beautiful and 
all worthy of their author ! Above all thereſt, 
we render this day our ſincereſt acknowledg- 
ments for the unſpeakable gift of Jeſus Chriſt 

and his unparallelled religion, the wiſdom of 
God, and the power of God to falyation ; 
upon that never-failing ground we build our 
hopes, and actuated by its divine and ſancti- 
fying principles, we would go on our way re- 
joicing, through an uniform courſe of piety 
and virtue. 


To thee our Father, and to thy Sen our 
Saviour, we do moſt devoutly and moſt af- 


Eos 


„ anticipating by divine faith that bliſsful period, when 
© we ſhall ſpread our wings and fly upwards to yon 
© bright temple, where we ſhall rejoin one another be- 
„ yond the fear of ſeparation, renew our wonted com- 
« munion with infinite advantage, feel our mutual at- 
„ tachment cloſer, 2s we draw nearer to the central 
& throne of love, and to fay all in one word, adore and 
ce triumph together with the innumerable company that 
« encircle that throne ſor ever !—till then, farewell 


bo farewell!“ 
| fection- 
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fectionately recommend this Chriſtian ſo- 


ciety : O never leave them, never forſake 


them, but when we are parted from one ano- 
ther, may it ſtill be with a ſupporting and 


with a tranſporting hope of meeting again 


in that ſuperior region where perfection and 
peace for ever dwell: To thy guardian care 


and divine inſpiration, at this time, would we 


commit them all, and more pattigularly theſe. 


beloved, for whoſe ſalvation hefefter, and 
improvement here, we will ever pour forth 
the moſt fervent wiſh of our ſouls : O eſta- 
bliſh them uponthat honourable ground upon 
which they ſtand, and neverſuffer them to fall 
away into folly and wickedneſs ; keep them 
by thy mighty power, through faith unto 
falvation, and may the proſpect of a glo- 
rious and immortal inheritance raiſe them 
far above the low ſtandard of modern beha- 
viour, to ſomething ſublime and glorious; 
and at the ſame time may all their attain- 
ments be ever accompanied by the ornament 
of an humble and modeſt temper, and de- 
meanor, walking circumſpectly, and calling 

5 forth 
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forth upon every neceſſary occafion, thoſe 
great immortal principles which they have 
imbibed of the religion of Jeſus, of that beſt 
diſpenſation of heaven, and that higheſt 
ſtandard of excellence ; may they never, 
never fall, and may all that behold their 
converſation in Chriſt Jeſus, glorify their 
Father who is in heaven, and contribute 
their kindeſt and their wiſeſt endeavours, to 
promote a piety ſo amiable, and a virtue ſo 
excellent. O pity thoſe that are fallen, 
draw them from the miry clay of corrup- 
tion, ſet their feet upon a rock, and eftabliſh 
their goings, while their parents and their 
friends are taught to. rejoice in that good- 
neſs, in which they ought till to put their 
truſt ; for there is nothing impoſſible with 
Omnipotence, and to Infinite Benevolence, 
there is nothing too great or too kind: 
Thoſe in declining years we would particu- 
larly caſt upon thine all- ſupporting ſpirit, 
and thine all protecting providence; beſeech- 
ing thee in the hour of decay, in the day of 
weakneſs, and in the night of death, to ſuſ- 
| tain, 


ADDRESS XXII. 2or 
tain; to chear, toelevate the drooping mind, 
and to give the upright heart that anticipa- 
tion of immortality, which will make it ſu- 
perior to the evils of time, though not ſu- 
perior to the feelings of friendſhip : O what 
can we render for the pleaſures of friendſhip 

which we have enjoyed, with the ſons and 
daughters of wiſdom ! What ſhall we ren- 
der to thy providence forthe union which 
did ſubſiſt between us, and which has been 
the ſource of ſo many pure and ſublime fa-. 
tisfactions: O charming foretaſte of immor- 
mortal friendſhip ! O delightful proſpe& of 
that celeſtial union which ſhall never fail! 
when we ſhall behold the face of God in 
righteouſneſs, and ſee one another brighter: 
into the beauty and felicity of angels! May 
all the great, general; comprehenſive, im- 
mortal principles of piety, take the deepeſt 
root in our hearts; and when we ſhall ſhut 
our eyes upon this tranſient ſcene, in which 
we have taſted. joy, and in which we have 


taſted ſorrow, may we open our intellectual 


” 122 that immortal beatific viſion where 
ſorrow 
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forrow ſhall never enter, and where joy ſhall: 
be, like its ſource, (everlaſting. — O pity the 
thoughtleſs, recal them for thy mercies ſake; 
and accept O moſt benevolent Father, the 
Fountain of benevolence, accept our devout- 
eſt acknowledgments for all the kindneſs 
which thy benignant ſpirit has put into the 
hearts of thy ſtated worſhippers in this place 
towards thine-unworthy ſervant ; O that in 
the refleftions of future life we may be en- 
abled to think of each other with that juſt 
regard, with that glowing kindneſs, and 
with that tranſporting hope, which is full of 

: immortality. Happy day ! when we ſhall 
meet beyond the grave in the abodes of 
reſt eternal, when we ſhall behold the viſion 
of God and the Lamb, and from that viſion 
receive new irradiations of life, new degrees 
of affection, and greater advances in purity, 
peace and joy ! Heavenly Father, hear theſe 
warmeſt aſpirations of the heart, and reward 
this people, O reward them an hundred 
fold for all their unwearied kindneſs, for all 


| their generous regard, for all their amiable 
atten- 
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attention to thy ſervant, and for all their 
pleaſing docility in attending on thy holy 
word; may it be to them in very deed, the 
ſeed of immortality, and when they paſs 
through the fare, and when they paſs through 
the water, let not the fire kindle upon them, 
nor the waters overflow them: O reward 
theſe our beloved friends by peace on earth, 
by comfort in friendſhip, by joy in their fa- 
milies, and by all the ſweeteſt and ſub- 
limeſt virtues that religion can inſpire; till 
they arrive there, where their recompence 
ſhall be infinite, and their joy eternal; and 
our friendſhip formed in the days of mor- 
tality, ſhall be never diſunited, never clouded 
by one moment of diſguſt or diſmay : Hap- 
Py, beautiful, and bleſſed ſcene of immortal 
friendſhip, of immortal joy ! and when we 
are permitted to kneel at the univerſal throne, 
then may we hear the applauding voice of 
eur common Saviour, of our common Re-. 
deemer, and ſo paſs to the third heaven, to 
the beatific viſion near to the throne of the 


great Eternal, where we ſhall forget all our 
; ſor- 
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ſorrows, : eſcape from all our fins, be for 
ever illuminated from the parent of mercies 
and of petfections, and follow the Lamb whi- 
therſoever he goeth, through the ever fair 
and blooming regions of immortality. | 


O ForxGIve our ſins, hear our prayers, | 
forgive all that has been wanting in virtue, 
and accept our humbleſt thanks for all that 
may have been laudable in our tempers or 
characters: We deny ourſelves, we claim 
no merit, we entertain no hope but in thine 
infinite mercy, as that has been difplayed 
through Jeſus Chriſt, and made to us a 
ſource of everlaſting conſolation. And now 
we caſt ourſelves, our cares, our families, 
our friends, our intereſts, and the grand in- 
tereſts of mankind, all on thine univerſal be- 
nevolence, and thine eternal grace: We part 
in hope; we rejoice in the faith of the glory 
of God, and it is our devouteſt defire, our 
warmeſt prayer at thy merciful throne, that 
we may meet together in the circles of eter- 
nal love, to weep no more, to ſuffer no 

x more, 
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more, to part no more, but through eternal 
ages to pour forth the fulleſt ſtrains of gra- 
titude and praiſe, to him who brought us 
together at firſt, who ſupported us all along, 
and in whom we have been tauglit and en- 
couraged to entertain unſhaken hopes; hopes 
high as neee and eng as eter- 
nity. One! 
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In all the future ſcenes of life through 
which we are ordained to paſs, may it ap- 
pear that perfection i is our object, that God 
is our beloved Father, that Jeſus i is our ad- 
mired Model and Redeemer, that heaven i is 
our great invariable purſuit, and that our gra- 
titude to thee is eternal, as that throne from 
which proceeds every good and every per- 
fe& gift. If our hearts could ſuggeſt a feel- 
ing higher or better for theſe our dear friends 
in Chriſt Jeſus, we would pour it forth in 
tranſporting pleaſure at thy ſeat, where 
mercy and goodneſs ever dwell. But O 


Lord, we would not forget to confels be- 
fore thee, all the failings of our lives, all 
$611 "uo 
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the frailties of our nature, and all the marks 
of folly or of evil that we may have diſco- 
vered towards thee, or towards one ano- 
ther, or reſ ourſelves fince we came 
Fod be merciful to us ſinners, 
through the mediation of that Saviour whoſe 
name we have the honor to bear, and in 
whoſe name we would always offer up our 
prayers, charmed by the diſcoveries of his 
infinite love, allured by the virtue of his 
moſt amiable character, and relying on the 
power of that omnipotent Spirit of wiſdom, 
grace and truth, which he hath promiſed 
to lead his followers, and to comfort them 
through all ages : Through his name, 
through his mediation, we put up our 
* prayers, on his adminiſtration of the affairs 
of this world we rely, for all that is good, 
for all that is kind to us, and to our friends : 
We truſt that thy candid and charitable eye 
overlooking what is amiſs} and beholding 
what is good, and whi thou alſo haſt 
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ration, of our everlaſting aſcriptions to thee, - 
Holy Father, through the name and inter- 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our only Saviour, 
and moſt worthy Advocate. Diſmiſs us now 
with thy bleſſing, carry us through the ſcenes 
of active life, and through all our ſufferings, 
with thy ſupporting hand; may its laſt hours 
be its brighteſt and its nobleſt, and only in- 
ferior to that tranſcendant ſtate of gratitude, 
perfection, and happineſs, which awaits us 
beyond the grave, through Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Saviour, Amen. 


THE END. 
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